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More than eighty years ago, when Bob Marshall, Aldo Leopold and others founded The 
Wilderness Society, they did so knowing that a quickly urbanizing nation needed to think far 
ahead in order to preserve our wildest places for everyone and for all time. That long view—
and that history of always looking forward—continues to define The Wilderness Society today.
 In just the past year, we’ve seen decades of hard work come to fruition all across the 
country, resulting in the protection of some of our nation’s most spectacular landscapes— 
from Idaho’s newly established Boulder-White Clouds Wilderness to Colorado’s Browns 
Canyon National Monument. Years of advocacy—not only by staff and supporters, but also by 
communities that depend on these special places—led to remarkable achievements that build 
on our public lands legacy for the generation ahead.
 But these accomplishments only tell part of the story. Today, we are also bringing new 
thinking to our work as we address some of the biggest challenges of our time.
 In a warming world, protected public lands will play an even greater role in maintaining 
healthy ecosystems—providing the large, connected landscapes that give plants and animals 
the best chance to adapt to the impacts of climate change. At the same time, we are helping 
reshape how energy is developed on public lands, transitioning it toward clean, renewable 
energy fundamental to a sustainable planet. 
 In an increasingly urban and fast-paced nation, we also need to expand opportunities 
for people to experience our wildlands to renew our physical, mental and spiritual well-being. 
Our partnerships with youth and recreation groups to get more people outdoors—from 
the Southern Appalachians to Los Angeles’ San Gabriel Mountains to Washington’s North 
Cascades—have been particularly rewarding and vital to building an enduring conservation 
ethic in this country. 
 As we build upon the strong successes by generations of Americans to protect wild 
places, we know our work on public lands today is more vital to human and global health than 
it ever has been. 
 Your generous support and advocacy is what makes this important work possible.  

Thank you.

Jamie Williams
President 

Toward Tomorrow:
Building a New Public Lands Legacy

David Churchill
Chair, Governing Council

© Patrick J. Endres 3

Marsh Fork of the Canning River in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska’s Brooks 
Range. President Obama made a recommendation in January 2015 to protect more than 12 
million acres of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge as wilderness.
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2015: The Foundation for Our Future
With major achievements in public lands protection, a new direction in federal energy 

development, and a growing community of staff, supporters and stewards across the nation, 

The Wilderness Society is building the foundation for our future—as a nation and a planet.

© Andy Porter © Loren Kerns, flickr © Black Rock Solar, flickr © BLM, flickr

OFFICES AROUND 
THE COUNTRY12

700,000

WILDERNESS SUPPORTERS
MORE THAN

80 YEARS 
AS AN ORGANIZATION

children and families have more 
opportunities to experience 
the outdoors as a result of our 
partnership with 20 of the nation’s 
most prominent recreation and 
conservation organizations. 

8

ACRES PERMANENTLY 
PROTECTED, including more  
than 1 million acres designated 
as national monuments and 
275,000 acres as wilderness.

We work every day to address 
A BLIND SPOT in the fight 
against climate change: 21% 
of greenhouse gas emissions—
equal to 280 million cars—
come from energy development 
on public lands.

Founded in 1935, The Wilderness 
Society has led the effort to 
permanently protect 109 million 
acres of wilderness and to ensure 
sound management of our 
shared national lands.

6.5 MILLION people 
engaged through Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram in 2015

Through a new and smarter 
approach to development, 

19 WILDLAND-FRIENDLY 
solar energy zones will power 
up to 8 MILLION HOMES.

1. 3 MILLION

MILLION 

© David Platt

© Mason Cummings © Bob Wick, BLM
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Five years in the making, the 

announcement in September 

of conservation plans for public 

lands in the West’s vast sagebrush 

landscape represented a milestone 

victory. The largest land conservation 

achievement in U.S. history, this plan 

is also the start of an entirely new 

approach to conservation.

A THREAT TO THE HEART OF THE WEST
Marked by the breeding habitat of the 
greater sage-grouse—a native bird 
recognized for its quirky courtship display—
the sagebrush landscape stretches across 
11 states and 67 million acres in the Great 
Basin and Rocky Mountain regions. These 
lands have long been a part of the West’s 
wildlife and outdoor heritage: home to 
pronghorn, golden eagles and more than 
350 other species, as well as the foundation 
of the region’s ranching, hunting and energy 
economies. 

Yet today, this rugged ecosystem is 
one of the most threatened in North 
America. Numbers of sage-grouse—an 
indicator species for the health of the 
entire ecosystem—are plummeting, and 
undeveloped lands are just 40 percent of 
what they were 100 years ago.

A LANDSCAPE-LEVEL APPROACH
As the public lands experts in the 
nationwide effort to protect the sage-
grouse habitat, The Wilderness Society 
pushed for a new perspective: to consider 
the landscape as a connected whole and 
embrace science-based conservation 
objectives from the outset.

A PLAN FOR OUR SHARED FUTURE
The final plans combine remarkable scale 
with remarkable breadth, addressing 
virtually every use of federal lands, 
balancing competing needs and placing 
greater protections on 67 million acres 
of the most critical habitat. Combined 
with state plans and private conservation 
efforts, they reduce threats to the sage-
grouse across 90 percent of its breeding 
habitat.

Most of all, these plans show the power of 
landscape-level, collaborative conservation 
to restore ecosystems and lay the 
foundation for a sustainable future.

A Historic Achievement for Conservation’s Future 

Nada Culver

As The Wilderness Society’s senior 
counsel and senior director of 
agency planning and policy, Nada 
Culver works to create smart policy 
that makes a large-scale, lasting 
impact. It was the desire to make 
a real difference that first drew 
her to law school, and later to The 
Wilderness Society—where she could 

carry forward a legacy of looking 
at the big picture of conservation 
and public lands. And eight years 
ago, when she and her team began 
working to protect 173 million acres 
of sagebrush landscape in the Great 
Basin and Rocky Mountains, she 
knew the significance of this eventual 
achievement would be enormous—as 

would the challenges she would  
need to overcome. 
 “We knew there’d be changes, 
detours and objections along the 
way, but we made sure to keep the 
conversation pointed in the right 
direction, to keep everyone thinking 
that they could do this. Not just that 
they should, but that they could.”

million acres 
received 
protection

67 

wildlife species 
benefited from 
new protections

350+ 

“For me, this career was never about the 
power and glory—because you can’t 
make lasting change through quick, 
flashy action. It can’t happen unless you 
do the day-to-day work.”
–Nada Culver

© Bob Wick, BLM
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For the natural world and the cultural sphere, 
Nevada’s Basin and Range region is both a 

point of intersection and a place of beautiful 
contradictions. Here, you can see plants and animals 
that exist nowhere else on the planet; rugged 
wildlands and modern art; the map of our past, and 
everything worth saving for our future. 

And now, after being designated as one of America’s 
newest national monuments in July, this landscape 
will continue bringing people and legacies together 
for generations to come.

Positioned at the juncture of the Mojave and Great 
Basin deserts in southeastern Nevada, this remote 
landscape has, over thousands of years, been home 
to Native Americans, 19th-century Mormon settlers 
and modern-day ranchers. Today, it’s also home to 
contemporary artist Michael Heizer’s monumental 
“City,” an ambitious, abstract sculpture more than 40 
years in the making.

Thanks to the exceptional leadership of U.S. Sen. 
Harry Reid and the vocal support from the outdoor 
recreationists and youth groups in nearby towns, 
President Obama was compelled to designate Basin 
and Range as a national monument. Now, this one-
of-a-kind landscape will be preserved for everyone.

Where Cultures & 
Ecosystems Converge Over 
Millennia: Basin and Range

“If you free yourself from the conventional 
reaction to a quantity like a million years, you free 
yourself a bit from the boundaries of human time. 
And then in a way you do not live at all, but in 
another way you live forever.”  
—John McPhee, from the book Basin and Range

acres designated as a 
national monument

704,000 

© Tyler Roemer 9
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Updating Energy Policy
The nation’s largest land manager, the Bureau of Land Management, 
leaves 90 percent of its land open to oil and gas leasing. And many 
energy rules and regulations, enacted almost a century ago, still 
incentivize oil, gas and coal development on public lands over other 
uses. The Wilderness Society is working closely with government 
agencies, land managers and the clean energy industry to formalize 
new, updated policies that prioritize emissions reductions and the 
development of clean energy sources.

Over the past decade, our nation has taken 
tremendous steps forward in addressing the threat 
of climate change. President Obama has positioned 
climate action at the center of his legacy, arguing 
passionately that no contradiction exists between 
our economic strength and our ability to be good 
stewards of the planet we share. New fuel economy 
standards, as well as policies to reduce emissions 
from energy, agriculture and other sectors have 
placed us on a better path—but they’re only part of 
the solution we need for a sustainable future.

A 2015 report issued by The Wilderness Society 
and the Center for American Progress shows that 
at least one-fifth of the United States’ greenhouse 
gas emissions can be traced to energy development 
on public lands. That’s why The Wilderness Society, 
as the nation’s public lands expert, is taking 
comprehensive action to address this issue, thanks 
to the support our donors provide. This support 
is helping us unleash a wave of clean energy while 
respecting sensitive wildlands and moving energy 
and conservation into the 21st century. 

AN ENERGY REVOLUTION ON PUBLIC LANDS

solar projects approved on 
public land before 20090

14solar projects online 
or under construction 
through 2015

This takes us 75% of the way 

toward the government’s 

goal of permitting

megawatts of 

renewable energy on 

public lands by 2020.

20,000
total megawatts of wind, solar and 
geothermal permitted since 2009,

15,000

© Simon Fraser University, flickr

© HimmelrickPR, flickr

© Black Rock Solar, flickr

which would power  

5 MILLION
American homes when the 
projects are built and online. 

Protecting Lands and 
Promoting Renewables   
In places like the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska 
and the California Desert, we’re drawing on good 
science to promote federal leasing plans that take 
the entire surrounding landscape into account, guide 
energy development to suitable areas and protect 
ecologically sensitive areas and critical habitats.

Reducing Emissions
We’re organizing thought leaders, representatives 
from the energy industry, recreationists and grassroots 
conservation organizations to ensure that federal lands 
are part of our nation’s emissions reductions strategy. 
Leveraging our expertise, we are also advocating for 
the Department of the Interior to develop a specific 
plan for measuring the carbon consequences of fossil 
fuels extracted from public lands—the first step toward 
managing greenhouse gas emissions on public lands. 
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In the early 1980s, Craig Gehrke was a 
University of Idaho student considering a career 
as a forest ranger when he signed a petition 
calling for wilderness protection for Idaho’s 
Boulder-White Clouds area. It was the first 
conservation action he ever took. More than 
30 years later, he stood in the Oval Office as 
President Obama signed the bill officially—and 
finally—designating the area as wilderness.

The Boulder-White Clouds is an incredibly 
diverse landscape defined by white limestone 
mountain peaks: “They rise up in sheer walls, 
and they just stagger you when you see them,” 
Craig says. Protecting this area has long been 
a priority for The Wilderness Society and local 
conservation champions, including legendary 
Idaho Sen. Frank Church and his wife, Bethine 
Church. “The White Clouds were always 
supposed to be the next one,” Craig says.

Yet over the years, wilderness bills, 
conservation-friendly forest plans and other 
efforts to protect the White Clouds failed. 
Undaunted, Craig and local conservation 
groups like the Idaho Conservation League 
continued to push—and saw a shift in the 
early 2000s, when Rep. Mike Simpson, a 
conservative Republican, visited the White 
Clouds area with local conservation champions. 

“What started off as a political 
challenge for him became a 
labor of love,” Craig says.

Seeing an opportunity, 
Craig and his staff went to 
work, lending policy and 
scientific analysis and helping 
craft plausible boundaries for the proposed 
wilderness. At the same time, The Wilderness 
Society and our supporters invested in on-the-
ground advocacy in Idaho and Washington, 
DC, to build a strong, broad constituency for 
protections.

Finally, the dam broke in the summer of 2015—
and an iconic and ecologically diverse piece 
of Idaho wilderness is now protected for the 
future of our nation. Thanks to three decades 
of nonstop work from wilderness champions 
like Craig and our supporters, bighorn sheep, 
black bears and Chinook salmon will continue 
to thrive, and generations of Americans will be 
able to enjoy this spectacular mountain range.

As Craig says, “It takes an affirmative action 
by Idahoans, by Congress, to say, ‘This place is 
special enough. We need to make sure it has 
the highest level of protection we can grant it.’”

Boulder-White Clouds Wilderness: 
A Lifetime Achievement for Idaho State 
Director Craig Gehrke

“It’s hard to talk about what this means without getting 
emotional. This has been on our plate for so long, and it 
meant so much to so many people who were here before us.”  

—Craig Gehrke, Idaho State Director, Idaho Office

acres designated 
as wilderness

275,000 

One of the longest 
salmon migration 
routes in the world

© Ed Cannady

Craig Gehrke (center) looks on as 
President Barack Obama signs the 
Sawtooth National Recreation Area and 
Jerry Peak Wilderness Additions Act
in the Oval Office at the White House in
Washington on August 7, 2015.
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The Southern Appalachians have 
been a cradle of life for more than 

65 million years. They are home to 
the most visited national park in the 
country and to millions of people drawn 
to the region for its beauty, wildness 
and by the bonds of family. Today, 
this mountain range, with some of the 
most unique and biodiverse regions in 
the world, serves as a critical corridor 
linking southern and northern wildlands 
in the southeastern United States. As 
our planet’s temperature continues 
to rise, preserving and protecting the 
Southern Appalachians has never been 
more important.

Currently, much of the forest bordering 
the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park—among the wildest lands east 
of the Mississippi River—remains 
unprotected, as do more than 90 percent 
of the Nantahala-Pisgah National 
Forest’s one million acres. That’s why 
The Wilderness Society convened a 
diverse group of partners—including 
the Tennessee Wild Coalition, Southern 
Environmental Law Center and the 
Carolina Mountain Club—to advocate 
for protections. The Wilderness Society 
has spent decades documenting the 
special character of the Southern 
Appalachians and bringing the best 
science forward to demonstrate the 
importance of these lands. Now, with the 

help of our supporters, we are engaging 
local communities, advocating for a 
wilderness bill in Tennessee and shaping 
a forest plan that will conserve the 
Southern Appalachians’ most biologically 
significant areas while setting a new 
standard for the nation at large.

Because it is a refuge for plants and 
animals found nowhere else in the 
world; because its rich watersheds 
provide drinking water throughout the 
Southeast; and because its captivating 
landscapes are just outside the back 
door for millions of people in one of 
America’s fastest-growing regions, 
we are working hard to protect the 
Southern Appalachians—now and in 
the future. 

A Cradle of Life:  
Biodiversity in the Southern AppalachiansDelicate trillium and lush rhododendron.

Lumbering black bears and nimble  
black-throated green warblers.

More species of trees than the  
entire continent of Europe.

A majestic mountain range  
that challenges our bodies  
and steals our breath.

“Outsider though she was, 
this place, the blue mountains, 
seemed to be holding her where 
she was. From any direction she 
came at it, the only conclusion 
that left her any hope of self-
content was this: what she could 
see around her was all that she 
could count on.”   

—Charles Frazier, from the novel Cold Mountain

most visited 
national park in 

the United States

#1

organizations in the Nantahala-
Pisgah Forest Partnership 

working together to protect 
Appalachian wildlands

41

© Mason Cummings
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The wildlands that define our nation offer every 
American opportunities for recreation, exploration and 
renewal—each one a “great solemn cathedral, far vaster 
and more beautiful than any built by the hand of man,” 
in Theodore Roosevelt’s words. But for too many, those 
wildlands and the experiences they make possible seem 
far away. As more and more Americans—particularly 
growing, diverse populations in urban areas—live 
lives far removed from nature, we need to ensure that 
powerful outdoor experiences remain accessible to all.

The Wilderness Society and our supporters have a 
unique role to play in this movement, connecting 
people from cities and towns across the country to 
America’s wild places and green spaces. As the link 
between local communities, and conservation and 
recreation organizations, we’re working with a broad 
array of partners to bring the benefits of public lands to 
all Americans—and in doing so, building a conservation 
constituency for the future.

OPENING WILDLANDS TO A CHANGING AMERICA

Getting Kids Outdoors
As a leader in the nationwide Outdoors Alliance for 
Kids, The Wilderness Society is working to give children 
and families more opportunities for healthy, positive 
outdoor experiences. 
 We’re building alliances and helping schools find 
the resources they need to realize the promise of the 
federal Every Kid in a Park initiative, which gives all 
fourth-graders and their families a free pass to our 
National Parks. 
 Through our partnership with the 21st Century 
Conservation Service Corps, we’re helping support 
40,000 young people as they gain experience working 
outdoors. We are also advocating on Capitol Hill to 
grow the program to 100,000 young people.

16

Expanding Recreation Access
Throughout our nation, thousands of organizations and 
businesses, from small urban nonprofits to large outdoor 
companies, are dedicated to bringing people outside and 
giving them those critical first experiences in nature. Yet the 
government’s outdated, cumbersome permitting process 
frequently limits access, as when a permit moratorium prevented 
the Seattle YMCA’s BOLD and GOLD programs from taking 
young children from diverse populations rock climbing. As the 
federal policy expert in the Outdoor Access Working Group, 
we’re rethinking this system for tomorrow’s America.

Promoting Public Lands  
Through our involvement with the Association 
of Outdoor Recreation and Education, 
we’re educating young adults—the public 
lands champions of tomorrow—about our 
nation’s great wild heritage, in partnership 
with recreation programs at colleges and 
universities, military bases, and community 
organizations.

Urban to Wild
We know that wild places aren’t just “out there,” and that 
the community garden or park down the street can provide 
just as meaningful an experience, as well as a gateway to a 
lifelong appreciation for the outdoors. Through initiatives 
such as the San Gabriel Mountains Forever Leadership 
Academy, we’re working to connect young people in urban 
communities to parks, green spaces and other natural areas.

Photo courtesy of San Gabriel Mountains Forever Leadership Academy

© Jacon W. Frank (Dour Corners School of Outdoor Education), flickr

Photo courtesy of YMCA BOLD and GOLD

© Elliotsville Plantation, Inc.
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Life in his early 20s offered Domingo 
Morales less than he hoped it might. 

The East Harlem native had worked 
three different jobs—in a restaurant, 
as a computer technician and at a 
hotel—and found each to be a dead 
end. But then he saw a flyer on his 
hotel’s bulletin board that changed 
everything. 

The flyer was for a group called 
Green City Force, a part of the 21st 
Century Conservation Service Corps  
movement. With The Wilderness 
Society and our partners—including 
KEEN Utility, which announced 
major support in July 2015—21CSC 
is mobilizing 40,000 young adults 
(including Domingo) across the country 
to protect, restore, enhance and 
experience the nature around them.

With Green City Force, Domingo 
originally hoped to work on the 
sustainable energy team, but was 
assigned instead to an urban farm in 
Brooklyn—and it “stole [his] heart.” “I 
fell in love with the farm. I fell in love 
with composting. It just changed my 
views on everything.”

The farm where Domingo and his 
fellow corps members worked offered 
more than fresh produce in a food 
desert—it was a place to transform 
their community. There, neighbors 

from nearby housing developments 
could meet for communal dinners and 
free cooking classes, and Domingo 
could talk about the role of recycling, 
composting and other sustainable 
practices in their daily lives. “For the 
first time, I felt like I was doing work 
that was important,” he says.

And even as he worked to transform 
his community, the work—and the 
experience of being in “almost a 
secret place…[that] didn’t feel like 
Brooklyn”—transformed Domingo. 
Less than a year after joining Green 
City Force, Domingo has a full-time 
job at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 
focusing on his newfound passion 
of composting. He’s trying to start 
a community garden in front of his 
building and working with the NYC 
Compost Project, hoping to “rebuild 
this cycle that was broken so many 
years ago.” He’s writing hip hop songs 
about the role of nature in our lives. 
And he’s looking forward to “going 
on this hike where I’m, like, lost to the 
world, in the jungle or in the forest, 
just living with nature.”  

“I’m going to think back on this in 10 
years,” he says of his experience with 
Green City Force and 21CSC. “To 
me, it feels like a revolution. The next 
corps are going to make the world a 
better place.”

A Movement in Brooklyn: 
Domingo Morales’ Story

KEEN Utility – 
Kirsten Blackburn  
and Breanna Fokes

“Public lands are truly America’s 
greatest legacy. We can all 
think of special places that 
we hold near and dear to our 
hearts—whether it’s an urban 
park like Portland’s Forest Park, 
or Yellowstone National Park, or 
the newly designated Boulder-
White Clouds Wilderness.  

 When it comes to building 
the constituency to protect 
these places, The Wilderness 
Society and KEEN Utility are 
working together to think 
outside the box to encourage 
others, especially veterans and 
young people, to experience the 
outdoors. Ultimately, it’s about 

fostering a connection of place 
to people—a connection that 
will transfer to their children and 
their children’s children.”
 From KEEN’s national 
headquarters in Portland, 
Oregon, Marketing Specialists 
Kirsten Blackburn and Breanna 
Fokes are helping to guide 

a new program in partnership with The 
Wilderness Society and the 21st Century 
Conservation Service Corps to connect 
diverse constituencies with America’s public 
lands. “Project Build” supports the hard 
work of America’s conservation corps and 
builds upon our long legacy of dedication to 
protecting our treasured landscapes through 
citizen stewardship.

“Before I started this program, 
I was in a dark place. I was 
depressed. I felt unimportant. 
But there’s always a way to 
bounce back. For me, nature 
was the way.”

—Domingo Morales

Photo courtesy of Green City Force
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A two-hour drive from Denver and one 
of the most popular whitewater rafting 
destinations in the country, Browns Canyon 
is a place with the power to connect 
people deeply to the wilderness.  

For Garett Reppenhagen, Rocky Mountain 
director of the Vet Voice Foundation, 
Browns Canyon was a place to recover 
from the trauma of war and reconnect 
with himself, his family and his friends. For 
painter Susan Mayfield, Browns Canyon is 
a muse, where she draws inspiration from 
the saturation of light in the landscape. For 
third-generation rafting guide “Campy” 
Campton, Browns Canyon is his connection 
to the ever-changing Arkansas River and 
a family legacy. For the children and 
teenagers growing up in the Front Range 
urban corridor, Browns Canyon is often 
their first experience of wilderness.

And now, for every American, Browns 
Canyon is forever protected as a national 
monument. 

Although it has long been a beloved place, 
protecting Browns Canyon was never 
an easy process. After 13 bills over the 
course of three decades failed to pass, The 
Wilderness Society redoubled its efforts, 

working on the ground with partners to 
rally support from outdoor recreation 
groups, conservationists, elected officials of 
both parties, and members of Colorado’s 
Latino, tribal and veteran communities. On 
the strength of such fervent support from 
a broad array of constituencies, President 
Obama designated the Browns Canyon 
National Monument in February 2015.

Thanks to our supporters and the tireless 
advocacy their gifts made possible, Browns 
Canyon will remain a link to wild places for 
all Americans—the thundering Arkansas 
River, sharp granite cliffs and stark canopy 
of stars in the nighttime sky creating a new 
generation of conservationists, advocates 
and dreamers.

Browns Canyon: A Connection to Wild Colorado

“[My son] is now 10 months 
old, but in the years to come, 
I know I’ll be able to take him 
fishing to a river that I helped 
to protect.”    

—Garrett Reppenhagen, Rocky Mountain 
director of the Vet Voice Foundation

of Coloradans supported 
designating Browns Canyon 
as a national monument

77%

million in annual 
economic activity 
generated by the 
monument

$55

© Arkansas Valley Digital Imaging
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Each year, as thousands of Americans 
hike the Appalachian Trail through 

southwestern Maine to its terminus at 
Mount Katahdin in Baxter State Park, 
they pass an ecological wonderland. 
The largest undeveloped forest east of 
the Mississippi River, Maine’s High Peaks 
region is full of native species such as 
moose, lynx, pine marten and songbirds, 
and is the breeding grounds for brook 
trout and endangered Atlantic salmon. 

Yet the High Peaks provide more than 
a memorable encounter with wild New 
England. As the connecting thread that 
weaves together the vast Acadian Forest 
ecosystem—in the U.S. alone, it spans 
26 million acres from the Adirondacks 
to Maine—the High Peaks are a critical 
building block for climate adaptation in 
the Northeast.

That’s why The Wilderness Society has 
stepped up to protect this region now, 
before developers remake the High 
Peaks area. We’re working with partners 
in the land trust community to secure 
conservation easements in the High 
Peaks. With the guidance of ecological 
studies, we are focusing on areas 
whose wilderness qualities deserve full 

protection, and have already secured 
17,000 acres of high-priority conservation 
easements since January 2015 and 
identified another 40,000 acres to target 
in the next five years. 

“With climate change, there’s just so 
much uncertainty. You don’t know you’ve 
lost too many of the parts until the last 
one you needed is gone,” Climate
Adaptation Ecologist Peter McKinley says. 
“Through protecting the High Peaks, we’ll 
ensure we never lose this beautiful and 
critically-important region.”

The High Peaks: Maine’s Contribution to 
Climate Resilience in the Northeast

high-priority 
acres protected 
by conservation 
easements since 
January 2015

17,000

Tien and  
Pei-Hsing Wu

“The experiences we have had hiking 
together in wilderness areas and 
national parks in this country have 
been so important to our quality of 
life and spiritual well-being. Though 
we can’t walk very far or very high 
up anymore, we don’t take these 
areas for granted. By including The 

Wilderness Society in our estate plans, 
we are paying back to nature. And 
we are also paying forward to ensure 
that wild areas are preserved for our 
daughters and granddaughters to 
enjoy well into the future.”
 After meeting as young Ph.D. 
candidates at the University of 

Illinois, Dr. Tien Wu and his wife 
Dr. Pei-Hsing Wu have since spent 
more than six decades hiking 
around Alaska and other parts of 
the United States together. A civil 
engineer, Tien retired in 1995 after 
30 years as a professor at The Ohio 
State University and now works 

part-time. Pei-Hsing, a former high 
school science teacher, volunteers 
as a science-club teacher and a 
park naturalist near their home in 
Worthington, Ohio. Wilderness 
Society supporters since the 1950s, 
they are also members of its legacy 
society, the Robert Marshall Council.

As the connecting thread 
that weaves together the vast 
Acadian Forest ecosystem—
spanning 26 million acres from 
the Adirondacks to Maine 
in the United States alone—
the High Peaks are a critical 
building block for climate 
adaptation in the Northeast.

© Martin Boyer
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As the highways wind north from San Francisco and northwest from 
Sacramento—passing farms, wineries and ranches, through small 
towns and into the open mountain ranges of the California coast—
visitors come upon an undiscovered gem.

Here, visitors hike mountains, kayak whitewater rivers, and walk 
through old-growth forests and fields of brilliant wildflowers. One 
of the most biodiverse regions in the state comes to life before 
our eyes, with wild tule elk, wintering bald eagles and rainbows 
of butterflies all around. And in July 2015, President Obama 
designated 330,000 acres of this rich landscape as the Berryessa 
Snow Mountain National Monument. 

This designation permanently protects the region’s unique 
landscapes and biologically-diverse ecosystems. It also preserves 
a singular wild destination for Northwest California’s growing 
population to enjoy in the future—a move that is “good for 
business and good for our community,” says Matt Archibecque, 
board president of the Chamber of Commerce in nearby Winters, 
California, which commissioned an economic impact study 
projecting $50 million in local gains over the next five years.

After a decade of on-the-ground organizing made possible by 
The Wilderness Society and our partners, an unprecedented 
local coalition came together to advocate for the monument’s 
protection. The coalition included thousands of individual citizens, 
more than 200 businesses, dozens of conservation and recreation 
organizations, and all five neighboring county governments. And 
now, the entire region and all nearby communities will benefit for 
years to come. 

Berryessa Snow Mountain:  
A Community Effort for a 
Community Treasure

“This monument is for all. These lands, this 
heritage, will be forever protected—not just for 
us today, but for all of the generations to come.”    

—Jose Gonzalez, Central Valley native, founder of Latino Outdoors

partner organizations 
supported monument 
designation

200+ 

in projected economic impact

$50 Million 

© Bob Wick, BLM



2726

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

SPECIAL THANKS TO 
OUR CONTRIBUTORS 
The donors listed on the 
following pages generously 
contributed $1,000 or more 
in fiscal year 2015 (October 1, 
2014-September 30, 2015). 
The Wilderness Society 
gratefully acknowledges their 
commitment to protecting 
wilderness and caring for our 
wild places.

INDIVIDUALS 

$100,000 OR MORE
Anonymous (5)

Anne and Gregory Avis

Tom and Currie Barron 

Richard Blum

Barbara and Bertram J. Cohn

Dave and Jeanne Matthews

Marge and Gilman Ordway

Sabine and Gregg M. Sherrill

Jennifer P. Speers 

Alice and Fred Stanback, Jr.

The James M. and Cathleen 
D. Stone Foundation Fund

Maggie and Doug Walker

Robert W. Wilson Charitable 
Trust

$25,000-$99,999
Anonymous (7)

Gail B. Austin

Crandall and Erskine Bowles

Heidi and William M. 
Bumpers

Barbara J. and David A. 
Churchill

Judith and Stewart M. Colton

Penny and Jim Coulter 

Carla D’Arista and George T. 
Frampton, Jr.

Brenda and Swep Davis 

Christopher Elliman 

Jaimie and David Field

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Field

The Michelle and Robert 
Friend Foundation

Ruth and Ben Hammett

Valerie Logan and Leroy E. 
Hood

Marcia Kunstel and Joseph 
Albright 

Betty White Ludden

Hampton and Kevin Luzak 

Jacqueline Badger Mars

Sandy and Patrick Martin

Sarah Merner and Craig 
McKibben

Diane Parish and Paul 
Gelburd 

Mrs. Diana and Governor 
Bruce Rauner

Christine and James Scott

James R. Scott, Jr. and Kim 
Karniol

Lois and Arthur Stainman

Shelli and Brad Stanback

Edward B. Whitney

Marsha McMahan Zelus 

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous (2)

Laurie Andrews and Perk 
Perkins

Andrea and Michael Banks 
Nature Fund

Amy and Philip Blumenthal

Lynn Brinton and Daniel E. 
Cohn 

Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden

Marilyn and Allan Brown

The Reverend and Mrs. C. F. 
Buechner

Tom and Sonya Campion

Lisa C. Caplan

Sharon Faison-Cohen and 
Murray Cohen

Frances K. Dibner

Margot and Chris Enbom

Susan and Robert B. Flint, Jr.

Bobbie and James Gates

Emily and Eugene Grant

Jessie M. Harris

Hirschler Manufacturing, Inc.

Kristine Johnson and Tim 
Dattels

Kenneth R. Katsma

Diana Knox

Mary Helen Korbelik

Ann R. and Michael A. Loeb

Maxine and Michael Mantell

Sally and Bill Meadows

Janice Miller

Amy and Dan Nordstrom

Judy and Brad O’Brien

Martha and Robert Osborne

Erika Pearsall and Ned 
Jannotta, Jr.

Mary and Gaylan Rockswold

Connie and Ted Roosevelt IV

Anne Maley-Schaffner and 
Timothy Schaffner

Valentine Schaffner

Jan and Carl Siechert

Catherine M. Stiefel and J. 
Keith Behner

J. H. Taylor

Joe and Terry Williams

Eleanor and Frederick 
Winston

Nancy Hamill Winter

$1,000-$9,999 
Anonymous (46)

Doug A. Adams

Audra and Eric Adelberger

Kurt L. Adelberger

Benedict J. Adelson

Katie Albright and Jake 
Schatz

Marcia and Mark Alexander

David W. Alsop

Karen and Tucker Andersen

Dorothy and Frank Anderson

Margaret Andrews

Marjorie and James L. 
Andrews

Alan M. Appleford

Mrs. David M. Appleton

Holly and Bernie Arghiere

Christopher Ashley

Carol and Russell Atha III

Marianne and Alan Austin

Donald E. Ayer

Robert D. Bacon

Yvonne and Dan Bailey

Paula A. Bakalar

Kitty Barr

Andrew Bartley and Jill 
Herscot

Sandra Bass

Earle S. Bates

Marilyn and Richard R. Bates

Keith Bean

Kathleen A. Becker

Elizabeth and Dale Behrens

Albert and Pamela Bendich 
Charitable Trust

Melinda and Robert Bendt

Nancy and Peter B. Benedict

Frances and David Bergeron

David Bernstein

Fred Berry

Carolyn A. Bibb and Susan E. 
Yandel

Mrs. George P. Bissell, Jr.

Alan F. Black

J. Fraser Black

Deborah and Mark W. 
Blackman

C. William Blair

Susan Blakeney

Susan and Thomas Blandy

Cornelius N. Bliss Memorial 
Fund

Judy and Bob Blundell

Suzanne Bober and Stephen 
Kahn

Kathryn Boehnke

Carolyn and John K. Boitnott

Beatrice Bowles

Elsa and William Boyce

Laura Bradley

Peter P. Bradley

Betty Breunig

Susan and Sam Britton

Mary M. Brock

Olive J. Brose

Patricia Brown

Olive M. Bryan

Magalen O. Bryant

Dinah Buechner-Vischer

Mary Catherine Bunting

Jill J. Burgess

Elvira and Terry Burns

Busse Family Foundation

Founded more than 80 years ago, The Wilderness Society has been called “an organization of spirited people.”  Today 
our members continue to exhibit that spirit of support. More than 700,000 citizens, committed to preserving the finest 
lands in America, support The Wilderness Society financially or through their actions: making calls, attending hearings, 
sending letters and email messages, and taking action through The Wilderness Society’s social media. We thank each and 
every one of you for your dedication to our mission of creating a wilderness legacy for future generations. 

Marie Calkins

Jan Campbell and James 
Berneking

Loulie and William Canady

Judith L. Carlson

Joseph R. Cazares

Joan and Park Chamberlain

Frances L. and William H. 
Chapman

Peter L. Chesson

Portia and Norm L. 
Christensen

Stanley D. Christianson

Leslie S. Christodoulopoulos

Michelle Cihla

Jean Aubuchon Cinader

Jeffrey L. Clark

Timothy J. Cliffe

Judith and Steven Clifford

Jeff Clough

John and Bette Cohen

Gunnel Cole

Will Coleman

Carolyn B. and Clifford 
Colwell

Jane S. Comer

RoseAnn B. Comstock

Anne Conn

Forrest C. Conrath

David E. Cooper

William Cornelius

Pat and Dan Cornwell

George M. Covington

Keith W. Cowan

Suzanne and J. Taylor 
Crandall

Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. 
Crane

Robert Crane

Katsuko Cranston

T. H. Crawford

Amy J. Crofts

William J. Cronon, Ph.D.

Harriett Crosby

Robert L. Crowell Charitable 
Fund

Clifford A. Cuffey

David Dahl

Severyn S. Dana

Gene L. Daniels

Michael Dannerbeck

Elke and W. D. Dary

Ashoke K. Das

Maria Teresa Davenport and 
John A. Fonstad

Marilyn and James 
Davidheiser

Sandra Davidson

Claire C. Davis

Davis Family Foundation

John W. Dayton

Sherry Ann and Edward 
Dayton

Mrs. Robert B. DeFord

Mary B. Demere Fund of the 
Community Foundation of 
Central Georgia

The Diggs Family

Patricia Doheny

James K. Donnell

Griswold Draz

Roger S. Dreffin

Kay Drey

Carol Browning Dumke

Linda Dunlap

Diane Early

H. Kay Easton

Pamela Pride Eaton and 
Edward Zukoski

Patty and Len Eaton

Wally Edge

Gary Edwards

Kemerer Edwards

Noel D. Eichhorn

Elizabeth Eipper and Richard 
Mains

James Ellsworth

Melissa Elstein and Eric 
Katzman

Frances G. Beinecke-Elston 
and Paul Elston

Dennis Esposito

Denise Estrada

Carolyn Evarts

Elliot Evers

Sarah and Thomas W. 
Faulkner

Wayne L. Feakes

Robert L. and Cynthia 
Feldman Philanthropic 
Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
Community Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon H. 
Ferguson

Herb Field

James T. Field

Arthur L. Finn

Joanne and Peter Fischer

Mitra Fiuzat

Carol Fleishauer

Coley Florance

Gregory I. Flowers

Julie Fowler

Florence Bryan Fowlkes

Deborah and Charles E. 
Frank

Suzanne W. Frank

Elizabeth N. Furber

Jane and Bob Gallagher

Richard Garman

John A. Garraty

Nancy and Fred Gehlbach

Henry Gerstenblitt

Julie Giacobassi and Zach 
Hall

Lynn Gibbons

Amy Gillenson

Glenn Gilyard

Frances Ginsberg

Elizabeth S. Ginsburg

Bob Giurgevich

Robert R. Given, Jr.

Thomas E. Glatzel

Sunny and Bradley Goldberg

Gail Goldsmith

Phillip Goldstein

Charles D. Goodman

Marian Goodman

Mary and Gary Gordon

Cathy and Jaime Grams

Cameron F. Graves

Sally S. Greenleaf

Gary, Julie, Sydney, and 
Maddy Greenstein

Ruth L. Greenstein and David 
Seidman

Martinique and Eliot Grigg

Marilyn F. and William J. Grist

Nina B. Griswold

Laurel A. Grotzinger

Barbara and Clayton 
Haberman

Nancy Hager

Julie Hall

Margaret Halvorson

William E. Hamilton

Rebecca Hansen

Pamela H. Hanson

Ruth and Franklin Harold

Alexandra M. Harrison

Gregg Harrison

J. Barton Harrison

Carol E. Hartman

John H. Harvey, Ph.D.

Tom L. Hausler

Joerg Heilig

Louis J. Herskowitz

Roger Hess

Karen E. Heusinkveld

Mrs. Paul F. Heymann

Mr. Eldon A. Hiebert

Jessie Hill

Lee and Jim Hilton

Dianne and David Hoaglin

Jennifer 
Speers

“I am continually impressed by how 
connected The Wilderness Society 
is to the people who are making 
the policies that affect our nation’s 
public lands. Because they know 
who to talk to and when, things 
are happening. This observation 
really came full circle for me while 
spending eight days on the Hulahula 
River in Alaska’s Arctic National 

Wildlife Refuge last summer. It was 
a transformative experience to be in 
that expansive, pristine landscape 
where animals roam freely—an 
experience that is a direct result of 
the foresight and commitment of 
groups like The Wilderness Society.”
 After growing up in the Hudson 
Valley, Jennifer Speers came west to 
attend the University of Utah and to 

ski.  Salt Lake City has been her home 
ever since, as well as her launching 
pad for numerous trips to seek wild 
places across the United States 
and abroad.  She is the president 
of the Palladium Foundation, which 
purchases conservation land in 
Utah, and she has served on The 
Wilderness Society’s Governing 
Council since 2014.
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Christina T. Hobbs

Rick Hoffer

Mr. and Mrs. R. Hoguet III

Kathryn Hollingsworth

Patricia A. Holmes

Gunn and Albert Honican

Dr. and Mrs. Morton W. 
Huber

Felicity Huffman and William 
H. Macy

James Hulme

Ann and Tom Hunt

Shirley Hunt

Trudy and Dave Hurd

Michael W. Hyer

Jane and Loren Jahn

Dale Jantzen

Carol E. Jennings

Paul Jennings

Andrew Jennis

Robert Jesperson

Wanda John

Art Johnson

Phil Johnson

Douglas Jones

Gilbert F. and Andrew Jones

Marian Jones

Mrs. Henry A. Jordan

Janet and Torre Jorgenson

Edward Juda

Judy M. Judd

Carol and Frederick Jules

Marjorie H. Kaff

Barbara Kaifesh

Dale S. Kammerlohr

Louis M. and Sally B. Kaplan 
Foundation

Rochelle Kaplan and Arthur 
Lipson

Kasala Furniture

Nancy F. Kearney

Joanne and Dennis Keith

Ken Keller

Coyla Ketchy

Marilyn Wiles-Kettenmann 
and Robert Kettenmann

Jane and Robert Kibler

Deneen and Ken Kickbusch

Jeanie and Murray Kilgour

Mr. and Mrs. Paul K. Kindel

Graydon Kingsland

Harold Kirker

Lisa and Derek Kirkland

Rein U. Kirss

Margot Kittredge

Willis M. Kleinenbroich

James T. Knowles

Van Knox

Kay Koplovitz

James Kotas

Cynthia Kring and Richard 
Melsheimer

Carol and Paul Kurtz

Sue and Roger Lang

Murray Lapides

Donnie Lateiner

Robert Lavenberg

David R. Lawrence

Laura Lawrence

Patricia C. Lee

Barbara and Thomas Leggat

Dee and Robert Leggett

Daniel G. Lentz

A. Lesk

Liz and Nels Leutwiler

Billy Lewis

Perrin and David Lilly

Patricia Lintala

Mr. Charles Linzner

Amy Liss

Debra Livengood

Rebecca and Dave Livermore

William Lloyd

Madalene W. Loheac

Cecelia and Donald Lojek

Katherine C. Lowden

Diane Luders

Marie and Gary Ludi

Julie Lutz and George 
Wallerstein

Cyrus H. Lyle, Jr.

Stephen Lyman

Lydia Sargent Macauley

Ann K. Macrory

Mary A. Mahoney

Wendie Malick

Marilyn A. Mangle

Susanne and John Manley

Keith Marburger

Chris P. Marcella

David Martin

Doretta and Robert Marwin

Carol A. and Robert J. Mason

Pamela Massey

Nicolas Mathieu

Bonnie Matlock and Tod 
Francis

Barbara and John Matsinger

Karen Matthews and Michael 
Scheier

Pete Mattox

Teresa Mawhinney

Eleanor McBride and Timothy 
Lee

Laurie and John McBride

Helen H. McCarty

George McCown

Patricia W. and Michael 
McCoy, DVM

John McCune

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. 
McGrady

Cynthia McGrath

Dorothy Jeanne McIlvaine

Robert W. McKelvey

Jane McLagan

Linda McMullen and Farwell 
Smith

Kathleen and Peter Metcalf

Dennis L. Meyer

Eleanor and Robert Meyers

Sindy Micho

Catherine and John Milbourn

Christine E. Miller

Walter E. D. Miller

Monte L. Millick

Sara A. Mills

Dwight C. Minton

Brent D. Mishler

Margaret and Edmond 
Missiaen

Janet Mitchell and Jerry 
Cromwell

Laura A. Mitchell

Joseph Mnuk

Kevin T. Moran and 
Christopher Barrett

Tashia and John Morgridge

William Morrill

Anna-Maria Mueller

Mumford Family Foundation

Beth Murphy

Scott M. Murphy

Anthony Musset

Rita V. Myers

Kenneth C. Myhre

Thomas Naegeli

Susan C. Nash

Priscilla Natkins and Seth 
Novatt

Ann and Kent Nelson

William A. Newsom

Margery Nicolson

Elsa and John Nimmo

Heidi Nitze

David Nochimson

Joan and Ronald Nordgren

Jim Norton

Deborah and Mark Novak

Suzanne Oparil

Jean Oppenheimer

Charlie O’Reilly

Linda and Edward M. Ornitz

Gloria and John Osberg

Verna J. Osborn

Marcia S. Osbourne and 
David M. Rothstein

Susan Ott and David Ralph

Page Foundation

Judy and Martin Paisner

Mary-Lou Pardue

Barbara Parish and Gary 
Roberts

Foxhall A. Parker

Valerie and V. A. Parsegian

Anne Pattee

David Pedersen

William L. Peebles

Mary and Fred W. Pement

Alan Penczek

Phyllis Penrod

J. Ross Pepper

Theresa A. Perenich

Thomas F. Perrine

Mr. and Mrs. Tod S. Peyton

E. A. Phillips

Nuri and John Pierce

Kasper Pilibosian Charitable 
Foundation

Cynthia and Richard Plank

Nancy and Robert Plaxico

Mary S. Poe

Lynne W. Pontikes

Mr. Willam T. Pope

Sidney Posel

Pat Powers and Tom Wolfe

Markita Price

Beatrice and Leonard Prosnitz

Margaret Purves

David Rakov

Michelle Rand

Sara Ransford

Richard Rappaport

Carolyn and Will Ratliff

Christopher A. Reed

May Reed and Richard 
Johnson

William W. Reed

Monique M. Regard

Joann Levy-Rehm and Bernd 
Rehm

Michael Reifman

Ann Richards

Kathryn Riddell

Anne Powell Riley

Michael Ripper

Alice M. Rivlin

Jeannette Roach

Patrick K. and Timothy A. 
Robert

June K. Robinson and William 
T. Barker

May A. Robinson

Larry Rockefeller

David Rodd

Charles Roemer

Holly and William Rom

Paul Roos

Catherine and Paul 
Rosenberger

Laurie and Myron R. 
Rosenthal

Robert Rotberg

Susan Ruf

Jim A. Rupke

Anne H. Russell

Steve Russell and Nancy 
Wagstaff

Lisa Sarajian

Savitt Family Fund of Tides 
Foundation

Roberta S. Schaffer

Joyce Brown Scheffey

Renee Schlabach

Gloria and Karl Schlaepfer

Helen L. Schneider

Ellen Marshall Scholle

Kimberly and Taylor 
Schollmaier

John Schroeder

Jeannie and Walter C. 
Sedgwick

Keith R. Sendall

Mr. Carl Shapiro

Debby Stein Sharpe and Jim 
Sharpe

Patricia A. Shelley

Sue and Alan Sherbrooke

Ruth O. Sherer

Rosemary and Jeffrey 
Sherman

Alistair Sherret

Elizabeth Sherwood

Sam Shine Foundation, Inc.

Judith M. Shinn

Robert H. Shipman

Lucretia and John Sias

Ann Simms and Leo O. Harris

Jody L. Sindelar and Roger 
G. Ibbotson

Murali and Gouri Sivarajan

David J. Skar

Amy Slater and Garrett 
Gruener

Mary Helen and John B. 
Slater

Jacqui Smalley

Barbara E. and Robert F. 
Smith

Kate, Bob and Andrew 
Smith Fund of the Greater 
Cincinnati Foundation

Roderic Smith

Judy Snider

Anne C. Snyder

Isabel Snyder

Marguerite J. Soffa

Lynn E. Spitler

Dr. and Mrs. Randall S. Sprick

Cyrus W. Spurlino

Georgie W. Stanley II

Cynthia C. Starkovsky

Margaret Staton

Christy and Robin Stebbins

Peggy Steffel

Margot Steinberg

Dianne B. and David J. Stern

Hope and Bob Stevens

Martin Sticht

Lisa and Jon Stine

Stoller Family Charitable 
Lead Annuity Trust

Richard Stowe

Beverly I. Strassmann

Nancy Strickland

Thomas Strnad

Joan and Mark Strobel

Andrew Struble

Patricia Studer

Susan W. and James V. 
Sullivan

Carolyn Summers and David 
Brittenham

Bill and Shirley Suter

Susan J. and Jan H. Suwinski

Mark Sweeney

Sonia Syngal and Joe 
McGrath

Lois M. Tandy

Angie and Seth Taube

Jill and Frederick Taylor

Nancy K. Taylor

Paul W. Taylor

Susan Taylor and Robert C. 
Pew III

Mark Tercek

Samuel T. Test

Joyce M. Thibodeaux

The Thomas Fund of the 
Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

Jess D. Thompson

Elizabeth and Ferdinand 
Thun

Jon Tourville

Barbara Trask and Ger van 
den Engh

Sabrina Triplett

William H. Truettner

Peter M. Tuhy

Julie A. Tullis

Alana Tutty and David Trujillo

Amy and Stephen Unfried

Richard Urell

Paul Vallee

Peter H. Van Gorp

Fred Van Loan

Diane Van Wyck

Lelia Vaughan

Nancy W. Verber

Tom Verhoeven

Elizabeth Vierling

Karen Vogl

James Wadsworth

Margaret Wallace

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie L. Walsh

Michele and Ted Wang

Kenneth Ward

William D. Warren

George Warrington

Sanford Waxer

Dorothy and Dean Weber

Mark Weeks

Diana Wege

Marshall M. Weinberg

Sally Wells

Al Werner

Jean D. West and A. J. Bialer

Mr. and Mrs. Robert West

Georgiana D. White

Margaret White

Nancy Hanes and Monty 
White

Marshall Hackett Whiting and 
Richard Arnold

Linda M. Wickes

The William B. Wiener, Jr. 
Foundation

Elisabeth Wiig

Florence and Jamie Williams

Peter Williams

William E. Williamson

John N. Wilson

Lowell E. Wilson

Susan Winecki

Bente and Don Winston

Tom Winston

Josephine G. Winter

Kelsey Wirth and Samuel S. 
Myers

Barbara Wolff-Reichert

Alan Woodbury

John A. Woollam

Ann Worthington

T. H. and Pei-Hsing Wu

Dorothy Sayward Wylie

Margaret J. Wyllie

W. R. Young

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE WILDERNESS ACT 
GALA SPONSORS
We are pleased to 
acknowledge the following 
individuals who sponsored 
The Wilderness Society’s 
We Are The Wild Gala, 
celebrating 50 years of the 
Wilderness Act on October 
16, 2014 with a gift of $2,500 
or more.  

PRESENTING SPONSORS

David Bonderman

Jennifer P. Speers

VIP RECEPTION SPONSOR

Tom and Currie Barron

STEWARD

Maggie and Doug Walker

RANGER

Anne and Gregory Avis

Barbara J. and David A. 
Churchill/Marcia Kunstel and 
Joseph Albright

Penny and Jim Coulter

Jaimie and David Field

High Meadows Foundation

Hampton and Kevin Luzak

Judy and Brad O’Brien

MOUNTAINEER

Lynn Brinton and Daniel E. 
Cohn

Marilyn and Allan Brown

Heidi and William M. 
Bumpers

Brenda and Swep Davis

Christopher Elliman

Margot and Chris Enbom

Bobbie and James Gates

Ruth and Ben Hammett

Kristine Johnson and Tim 
Dattels

Mammoth Mountain Ski Area 
LLC

Maxine and Michael Mantell

Diane Parish and Paul 
Gelburd

Jan and Carl Siechert

WideOrbit Inc.

HIKER

ABD Direct

Clifbar & Co.

Will Coleman

Marsha McMahan Zelus

SUPPORTER

Suzanne and J. Taylor 
Crandall

Elliot Evers

Integral

Key Acquisition Partners, LLC

Dave and Jeanne Matthews

MMI Direct

FOUNDATIONS AND 
OTHER INSTITUTIONS 

$100,000 OR MORE
444 S Foundation

The Boston Foundation

Defenders of Wildlife

The Energy Foundation

Foundation For The Carolinas

Horace W. Goldsmith 
Foundation, Inc.

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

High Meadows Foundation

LaSalle Adams Fund

LOR Foundation

Marisla Foundation

Merlin Foundation

The David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation

The Pew Charitable Trusts

Resources Legacy Fund 
Foundation

Robertson Foundation

The Seattle Foundation

Wilburforce Foundation

Wildlife Conservation Society 
Climate Adaptation Fund

$1,000-$99,999
Anonymous (4)

Shirley & David Allen 
Foundation

American Conservation 
Association, Inc.

The Argus Fund

Robert Cratchit Fund of 
the Austin Community 
Foundation

Bank of America Charitable 
Gift Fund

Bear Gulch Foundation
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BEP Earthwise Foundation

Berkshire Taconic Community 
Foundation

The Betterment Fund

Blumenthal Foundation

Bobolink Foundation

The Bullitt Foundation

Helen Keeler Burke 
Charitable Foundation

Butler Conservation Fund

California Wilderness 
Coalition

Liz Claiborne & Art 
Ortenberg Foundation

The Community Foundation 
for the National Capital 
Region

The Community Foundation 
for Northern Virginia

The Community Foundation 
of Boulder

Community Foundation of 
Jackson Hole

Community Foundation of 
New Jersey

The Community Foundation 
of Western North Carolina

Conservation Alliance

Conservation Lands 
Foundation

Cross Charitable Foundation

Cedar Elm Fund of The Dallas 
Foundation

Dallas Jewish Community 
Foundation

Sarah K. de Coizart Article 
TENTH Charitable Trust

Dewoskin/Roskin Foundation

The Geraldine R. Dodge 
Foundation

Dole Family Foundation

East Bay Community 
Foundation

Fairfield County Community 
Foundation

The Fanwood Foundation

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Joseph and Marie Field 
Family Environmental 
Foundation

Joseph and Marie Field 
Foundation

Samuel Freeman Charitable 
Trust

Ann and Gordon Getty 
Foundation

The Greater Cincinnati 
Foundation

Greater Kansas City 
Community Foundation

The Marc Haas Foundation

The Otto Haas Charitable 
Trust

Hamill Family Foundation

Harbourton Foundation

Harder Foundation

The Harding Educational and 
Charitable Foundation

High Stakes Foundation

Huplits Foundation Trust

Island Foundation

Jewish Communal Fund

The Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation

J. Eric Jordan Charitable 
Foundation

Kelly Foundation

Kendeda Fund

The Anne and Clint Kibler 
Foundation

Leighty Foundation

Steven C. Leuthold Family 
Foundation

Richard and Emily Levin 
Foundation

The Longview Foundation

Bowen H. & Janice 
Arthur McCoy Charitable 
Foundation

Mellam Family Foundation

Merck Family Fund

Montana Wilderness 
Association

Morgan Stanley Global 
Impact Funding Trust

Mumford Family Foundation

National Philanthropic Trust

The Nature Conservancy

New Venture Fund

New York Community Trust

George L. Ohrstrom, Jr. 
Foundation

Overhills Foundation

Panaphil Foundation

Razoo Foundation

Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation

Z. Smith Reynolds 
Foundation

B. T. Rocca, Jr. Foundation

Jim and Patty Rouse 
Charitable Foundation

The San Diego Foundation

The Schaffner Family 
Foundation

Elmina B. Sewall Foundation

Shanbrom Family Foundation

Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation

Stephens Foundation

George B. Storer Foundation

Mark and Amy Tercek 
Foundation

Toledo Community 
Foundation

Tortuga Foundation

Trailsend Foundation

Treeline Foundation

Triangle Community 
Foundation

Turner Foundation, Inc.

The van Itallie Foundation, 
Inc.

Geraldine S. Violett 
Charitable Foundation

Western Conservation 
Foundation

Whalesback Foundation

Yellowstone to Yukon 
Conservation Initiative

The J.V. Schiro Zavela 
Foundation

CORPORATIONS
Anonymous (3)

ABD Direct

Allegiant Partners Inc.

American Endowment 
Foundation

Clifbar & Co.

The Connable Office Inc.

Cozen O’Connor

Craigslist Charitable Fund

The Dreaming Tree

EBSCO Industries, Inc.

Ethical Electric

Fidelity Brokerage Services 
LLC

Integral

Jenner & Block LLP

Jewish Community 
Endowment Fund

Johnson Charitable Gift Fund

Johnson & Johnson Family of 
Companies

KEEN, Inc.

Key Acquisition Parters, LLC

Liberty Mutual Insurance

Mammoth Mountain Ski Area 
LLC

Marble Brewery

Microsoft Corporation

Mile High United Way

MMI Direct

Osprey Packs, Inc.

Patagonia, Inc.

Recreational Equipment, Inc.

Resources Law Group, LLP

Scott Land & Livestock

Sellers Publishing Inc.

Sungevity, Inc.

United Way of Central New 
Mexico

The Vanguard Charitable 
Endowment Program

WideOrbit Inc.

MATCHING GIFTS  
AND OTHER FUNDING
Anonymous (2)

Adobe Systems

Aetna Foundation, Inc.

Agilent Technologies

AIG

Alger Candlelight Giving 
Program

Amgen Foundation

Analytics Operation 
Engineering, Inc.

Axa Foundation

Bank of America Charitable 
Gift Fund

Bank of America Foundation

Benevity Community Impact 
Fund

BNSF Foundation

BNY Mellon Community 
Partnership

The Boeing Company 
Matching Gifts Program

Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Company

CA Technologies

Caterpillar Foundation

Chevron Corporation

Coca-Cola Foundation

Dell Direct Giving Campaign

Deutsche Bank Americas 
Foundation

Dolby

DST Systems, Inc.

Duke Energy Corporation

EnCana Oil & Gas (USA), Inc.

ExxonMobil Foundation, Inc.

First Weber Group 
Foundation, Inc.

FM Global Foundation

Gary Community Investment 
Company

Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation

GE Foundation

General Mills Foundation

GlaxoSmithKline Foundation

Goldman, Sachs & Company

Grainger

Hewlett Packard

The Home Depot Foundation

IBM Corporation

Illinois Tool Works 
Foundation

Johnson & Johnson Family of 
Companies

The Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation

The Jostens Foundation

JP Morgan

Kaiser Permanente

Kauffman Foundation

Kimberly-Clark Foundation

Kraft Foods Matching Gifts 
Program

Lilly Endowment Inc.

Lincoln Financial Group 
Foundation Inc.

Linlundh Foundation

Lubrizol Foundation

Macy’s Foundation

Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals, 
Inc.

McKesson Foundation

Merck Partnership For Giving

Microsoft Corporation

Monsanto Fund

Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation

National Instruments

Nordson Corporation

Norfolk Southern Foundation

Northeast Utilities System

The William Penn Foundation

PepsiCo Foundation

The Pew Charitable Trusts

The Pfizer Foundation

PG&E Corporation 
Foundation

Premier Matching Gift 
Program

Prudential Foundation

PSEG

The Rockefeller Foundation

Shell Oil Company 
Foundation

The Sprint Foundation

State Street Foundation

Tektronix Foundation

Textron

Thrivent Financial For 
Lutherans

Time Warner Inc.

Townsend Security, Inc.

Travelers Community 
Connections

UBS

Union Bank California, N.A.

United Technologies

Varian Medical Systems

Verizon Foundation

VMware Foundation

Walt Disney Company

Xcel Energy Foundation

THE ROBERT MARSHALL 
COUNCIL 
We are pleased to 
acknowledge the following 
individuals who have 
included The Wilderness 
Society in their wills or estate 
plans. The Robert Marshall 
Council is named for one 
of our founders, a visionary 
conservation hero who was 
the first person to help 
further our work with a gift 
through his will.

Anonymous (128)

James F. Acton

Janet C. and Ronald L. 
Adams

Audra and Eric Adelberger

Benedict J. Adelson

Cameron Ainsworth

Frances K. and George W. 
Alderson

Janet K. Allen

Thomas E. Allen

David W. Alsop

Millard Altman

Dr. R. Gerald and Mrs. Donna 
B. Alvey

Kay Amos

Bud and Jackie Anderson

Clarence Anderson

Marilu and Allen Anderson

Marcia Angle and Mark 
Trustin

Donna and George Arbaugh

Brenda Armstrong

Doris Arnold

Kurt Aronow

Dr. Atwood C. and Clara M. 
Asbury

Carol Ashley

Amber Asimenios

Gail B. Austin

Jean Mielke Avery

Linda and Richard Avery

Robert and RoseMarie Baab

Margaret I. Baacke

Jean Bills Baber

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Bacon

Robert D. Bacon

Betty Jane Baer

Milena Bailey

Robert Baillie

June E. Baldwin

Martha Hatch Balph,  
in memory of  
Robert McConnell Hatch

Barbara and Joseph Bania

John Bannister

Steve and Janet Barco

Barbara and David Barnes

Nicholas P. Barnes

Ann S. and Robert G. Barrett

Tom and Currie Barron

Donald Barry and Teiko Saito

Patricia Bartlett

Emma M. Bartoy

Mary G. Bass

Dianne G. Batch

Peggy Winslow Baum

David M. Bean

Keith Bean

Phil and Lynn Beedle

Robert H. Bell

Charles Bennett

Walter Benton

Billie Louise Bentzen

Betty and Todd I. Beren

Howard A. and Dorothy G. 
Berger

Keith Bergman

Jan and Irv M. Berlin

Sandra Berndt

Brian Besser

Jean Biddle

Marion Bierwirth

Robert W. Bittner

Larry G. Blackwood

Ann Blanchard

Dr. Peter A. Blasco

Lt. Col. Kenneth Bloodworth

Dr. William L. and Carol F. 
Bloom

Carolyn O. Bluhm

Betty Blumenkamp

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Boeding

Marjorie Boetter

Larry A. Bogatz

Vernon Bolen

Retty Bowen

Joseph Bower

Crandall and Erskine Bowles

Judy G. Bradford

Peter P. Bradley

Elizabeth Breunig

Martha Brewer

James M. and Mick Briscoe

Shelagh and Bob Brodersen

Sylvia Brody, Ph.D.

Suzanne Brooks

Marilyn and Allan Brown

Larry J. Brown

Amy C. Browning

James and Barbara Brunell 
Fund

Nelleke A. Bruyn

Joyce H. and Roland F. Bryan

Mary Catherine Buck

William D. Buel

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Bunim

Dale Burch

James R. and Denise J. Burch

Dr. and Mrs. Donald Burnett

Michael F. Burns

Douglas W. Burton, Jr.

Cindy Cahill

Margaret J. Cain

Jim Callison

Pauline B. Campbell

Helen R. Cannon

Lisa C. Caplan

Louise Carney

Frances Chamberlin Carter

Mrs. Thomas A. Cassilly

Elizabeth Cauley

Michael E. Cease

Theresa D. and John T. 
Cederholm

Ying-Chien Chang

Peter C. Chapel

Margaret and Robert 
Chasson

Charles B. Chedsey

Luann K. Cheney-Smith

Barbara J. and David A. 
Churchill

Richard S. Cimino

Lauretta W. Cipra

Sandra J. and Daniel L. Ciske

David B. Clark

Lance Cleaver

Charles H. and Cynthia 
Cleminshaw

Susan A. and Robert M. 
Coady

Robert C. Cohen

Barbara and Bertram J. Cohn

Theodore Cohn

© Anna Lund
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Diana and Robert Coleman

Fran Collier

Marcie D. Colpas

RoseAnn B. Comstock

Anne Conn

Dr. Mary L. Contakos

Betty Cooke

Marsha and Russell Coons

Carol Copp

Dr. Alan Copsey and Ms. 
Deborah M. Feinstein

Barbara J. Corcoran

Joan L. Cordle

Victoria R. Cordova

Dorothea Corey

Mr. and Mrs. C. D. Cornwell

Sandy Cota

Mary-Pat Cottrell

Anne M. Cowan

John L. Coyier

Judith B. Crittendon

Frank Gary Crom and Wiskey 
D. Crom

Al and Yvonne Cullen

Brian Cummings

Neil W. Currie

Robert and Dean M. Curtis

Guy E. Dahms

Sali T. Dalton

Pamela Davidson

Benjamin Davis

Brenda and Swep Davis

Nancy Davlantes

Paul K. Dayton

Sherry Ann and Edward 
Dayton

George H. DeBacker

Diantha V. DeGraw

Mr. and Mrs. William 
Deutschman

Susan Diaz

William T. Dickerson

Christine L. Dickey and 
Stephen L. Griffith

James G. Dillon

Sylvia Ruth Dillon

Michael DiMenna

Sophie G. and Wesley E. 
Dirks

Frank Discenza, Jr.

Martin Dodge

Harry L. Dodson

R. Stephan Dorsey

Dorothy L. Douglass

Ann H. Downer

Linda D. and Edward Doyle

Michael Dryfoos and Ilga 
Jansons

Joan Dubis

Richard M. Dudley

Duane D. Dufour

Eve Duhon

Don Dumelow

Sidney Durham

Arthur Dusdall

Marge and James P. Dwyer

Margo and George Earley

Jennifer Eden

Vickie and Randy Edwards

William J. Ehmann

Millicent Eidson and Thomas 
Henderson

Mim Eisenberg

Christopher Elliman

Benton Elliott

Barbara E. Ellis

Jack K. Ellis

Linda Jo Ellis

Alice and Calvin Elshoff

Frances G. Beinecke-Elston 
and Paul Elston

Howard Ennes, Jr.

Bill Erdle

Sherilyn D. and Steven G. 
Erwood

Dr. Barbara Bell Eshbaugh 
and Family

Donna Esteves

Dave Evans

William D. Evers

Phyllis Falconer

Gary Fenstamaker

Marla A. Ferguson

Thelma Fernandez

Francesco Ferraro

Arthur L. Finn

Louis M. Fiorentino

Heidi Fleischmann and James 
Scott

Daniel Flickinger

Patti W. Flores

John J. Floreth

Paul W. Foos

Barbara S. Fox

Paul J. Fox

Deborah and Charles E. 
Frank

Cheryl P. and Edwin F. Franke

Helene Frankel

Barbara J. Fraser

Leona B. Freist

Elizabeth I. French

Mary Anne Freyer

Rita Friedman

Donald M. Fuhrer

Dr. James W. and Mrs. Mary 
Anne Fullerton

Dr. and Mrs. James Gaddis

Dr. Sarah F. Gaines

Patricia A. Galoci

Kenneth J. Gamauf

Lilia M. Gardner

Kathleen Garfield

Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. 
Garvin

Christopher D. Gates

Steve Gates

Alan M. Gauld

Eletha Elrick Gerber

Kurt O. Gerhardt

Marjorie Gerhardt

Sandra and Richard Geudtner

Tyler Geurts

Paula J. Ginsburg

John W. Gintell

Eliot Girsang

Eileen Glaser

John R. Goellner and Annette 
R. Goellner

Nadine and Scott Goetz

Dr. Charles D. Goodman

Dr. and Mrs. John L. Graham

Cathy and Jaime Grams

Fredianne Gray

MacBryan Green, M.D.

Gary, Julie, Sydney, and 
Maddy Greenstein

Margaret S. Gregory

Edna Grenlie

Nina B. Griswold

Sharyn Groslyn

Sue and Fred J. Gunckel

Gayle Hackamack

Gary and Carolyn Haden

William Brack Hale

Jon B. Hales

Julia Hall

Mark Hallee

Natalie P. Halpin

Felicity Hammer

John S. Hand

Albert Handelman

Denise Hanlon

Patty and Russ Hannon

Dr. Gail C. Hansen

Lynne W. Hansen

David C. Hardy

Pollyana Harmon

Roger J. Harmon

Ruth and Franklin Harold

Steven Harper

Donna M. Harris, D.V.M.

Eugene Harris, M.D.

Jessie M. Harris

Susan K. Harris

John H. Harvey, Ph.D.

DeeAnn A. Hast

Christine B. Hayes

Mr. Eugene R. Heise

Joan E. Hekimian

Ame Hellman

DeWitt J. Henderson

T. Henneforth

Dr. Sylvie and Eric M. 
Henning

Mrs. Henry J. Herman

Alan P. Hewett

Jeannette Hierstein

Dr. Dennis V. Higgins

Eva Higgins

Mary Lou Hill

Sandra K. and Wendell P. Hill

Rebecca and Jeffrey Himsl

Maxine Hirschel

Lena and Gerald Hirschler

Edward Hoagland

Margaret Hodges

Sydnor F. Hodges

Colleen D. Holloway

Dr. Leroy G. Holub

Dr. Ian Hood

Valerie Logan and Leroy E. 
Hood

David Hoover

Amanda W. Hopkins

Perry Y. Hopkins

Mary B. Horne

Mrs. John K. Howard

Peter G. Howse

James H. and Sherry P. 
Hubbard

Dr. and Mrs. Morton W. 
Huber

Agnes Hughes

L. Barrie and Shirley Hunt

Lillian L. Hutchinson

Bonnie and Bill Jackson

Karen J. Jacobs

Dr. and Mrs. Graham A. 
Jamieson

Jan and Tim Jaskoski

Helen Jay

Allen Jefferis

John D. Jeffers, Jr.

Ann C. Jensen

Carl B. Jeske

Marie Johansen

Lucie J. Johns

Linda L. B. and Christopher 
G. Johnson

Kristine Johnson

Marilyn P. Johnson

Dorothy and Mark Johnston

Janet B. and Warren R. Jones

Thomas J. Joyce

Jay M. Julian

Phyllis F. Kadle

Stan Kamin

Jean M. Kane

Dorothy S. Kanehl

Kevin A. Karl

Nancy Kaufmann

Pauline E. Kayes

Barbara O. Keeton

Dan Keison

Carol Keith and John Higgins

Anne Kelemen

Ken Keller

Richard A. Keller

Edna Lee Kelly

William B. Kelly

Greg Kemp

Jane and Robert Kibler

Sharon A. Killough

Marie C. W. and Young H. 
Kim

P. Jean J. Kincaid

Brad M. King

Kevin King

Mr. and Mrs. Clifford A. Kirk

Mrs. J. Kirkpatrick

Mrs. William F. Kirsch, Jr.

John M. Kittross

Josephine W. Kixmiller

Paul C. Klahr

Ken Klare

Dr. Richard M. Klein

Susan C. Klein

Lewis E. Klotzbach

Diana Knox

Kris and Kurt Kobiljak

E. A. Komczyk

Kay Koplovitz

Eugene V. and Lenore M. 
Kosso

Judith Krabbe

Betty J. Kraker

Gerald M. Kramer

Richard Krawiec

Robert L. Kriel

Connie Krummrich and Mark 
Nelson

Chela Kunasz

H. William Kuni

Marcia Kunstel and Joseph 
Albright

Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Kurz

Kathy L. Kuyper

Robert Kvaas

Jon C. Lafleur

Greg A. La Fortune

Diana and Ken La Mar

Virginia A. Lamarche

Margaret K. and Paul R. 
LaPointe

Jane Laporte

Nancy W. and Jeffrey R. 
Larson

Catherine L. Latham

Richard L. Latterell

Nadia and Dr. Guy W. 
Leadbetter, Jr.

Tom and Barbara Leggat

Dee and Robert Leggett

Gary Legon

Dr. Steven H. Leifheit

Cathy and Rolf W. Lemp, 
M.D.

Joan Levers and David 
Manhart

Dr. Lynn Levitt

Linda A. Lewis

Paul F. Lewis

Philip Licetti

Vivian R. Liddell

Benjamin G. Liles, Jr., Ph.D.

Mrs. Eric T. Lincke

Judith and Gregory Linder

Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Lindstrom

Joan C. Lindusky

Doris Link-Schreiber

Carol T. Linnig

Stephen and Kathleen 
Linowski

Nina Liu

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin 
Lockwood

Fred J. Loeding

Ruth Lofgren

Patty Lowe

Ann Lowry

Caroline Lowsma

Steven Lucas

Robert E. Luce

Dayton Lummis

Larry L. Lundberg

Mary J. Lundell

S. N. Luttich

Cyrus H. Lyle, Jr.

Richard J. MacAfee

James MacFadden

Lawrence R. Mack

Helga K. Mackey

Barbara F. Maddox

Franklin L. Madison

Kristie M. Malley

R. Mamula

Geoffrey Marion

Steven Maris

Glenn Marquis

Carol L. Marshall

Mary A. and William Martin

Cindy Marzolf

Mrs. Robert M. Mason

Sharon L. Mattern

Richard W. May

Nancy M. Mayer

Edmund E. McCann

Christine and Charles W. 
McCleary

Lawrance H. McClung

Elizbeth T. and Michael 
McFee

Mr. and Mrs. Harry G. 
McGavran, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. 
McGrady

John G. McInnis

Nancy McLachlin

Don McNabb

Mary Margaret McPherson

Sally and Bill Meadows

Deanna L. Mechensky

G. A. Melnick

Brenda Melstein

George and Judith Mercer

Betty Meyer

Kay E. Meyer

Jeanne and Vincent J. Milillo

Ed Miller

Edward D. Miller, M.D.

Janice Miller

John J. B. Miller

Margaret Miller

Nancy L. Miller

Robert W. Wilson Charitable Trust
“Bob was always looking ahead to the 
future. He gravitated to conservation 
causes and those that would preserve the 
environment. He was very concerned that 
if wildlife, forests and historic sites were 
not saved, they would disappear for future 
generations. The Wilderness Society’s 
forward-looking mission was one he believed 
in, and he chose to support it because 
he had confidence in the organization’s 
management. As with many institutions, 
Bob desired to use his philanthropic support 
to propel The Wilderness Society to a new 
level, to raise more money and to ultimately 
expand its mission.” 
—Richard Schneidman

Robert W. Wilson, one of the most generous 
supporters of The Wilderness Society and 
other conservation groups, passed away in 
2013 at the age of 87. Born in Detroit, Bob 
graduated from Amherst College in 1946 
and earned a master’s degree in economics 
from the University of Michigan in 1947. 
After serving in the Army during the Korean 
War, he worked as a securities analyst before 
starting his own hedge fund firm, Wilson & 
Associates, in New York in 1969. He retired 
in 1986 from active money management to 
concentrate on philanthropy.
 Giving away much of his fortune during 
his lifetime, Bob was a catalytic force for 
many institutions. Today, Bob’s long-time 

advisor, Richard 
Schneidman, along 
with Robert Feidelson 
and Ron Zimmerman, 
serves as trustees 
of the Robert W. 
Wilson Charitable 
Trust and continue to 
fulfill Bob’s concept 
of leveraging gifts to 
stimulate organizations, 
raise their sights and strengthen their 
missions. The Wilderness Society is pleased 
to recognize the incredible legacy Bob 
created through his philanthropy.

Robert  
W. Wilson
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Marion A. Mills

Patricia L. Minnick

Kathryn B. and Joseph Mohr

Cheryl Montemurno, D.M.D.

Claire W. Mooers

Dr. James A. Morris

Pari L. Morse and Donald B. 
Mercill

Robert H. Mosher

Irene Mostek

James Motsinger

Constance Mounce

Helen A. Mowry

Nancy Mullen and David 
Edward Hall

Ann M. Murphy

Dr. Beth Murphy

Cherri and Philip E. Murray

Ross Murray

Olga R. Najacht

Ruth H. Neff

Darby and Geri Nelson

Katherine M. Ness

Dr. Margery Nicolson

Susan Niles and Paul 
Schirmer

Elsa and John Nimmo

Florence C. Norstrom

Jan K. and Judith E. Novak

Darlene and Tony Nowak

Lois I. Nowak

Dorothy Obre

Tina and Patrick M. O’Hara

Stuart M. Oliver

Gerald Orcholski and Jim 
Phillips

John and Gloria Osberg

Martha and Robert Osborne

Robbie Oxnard

Diane Pace

Patricia A. Packer

Marsha E. Palitz

Deborah E. Palmer

Lois Pantrini

Mrs. Raymond D. Parker

Moreau Jansky Parsons

Linda Partridge

Margaret Patch

Cynthia C. Payne

In Memory of David and 
Moolah Pearlmutter

Jerold Pearson

John R. Peck

Madeline and Robert 
Pendergrass

Theresa A. Perenich

Polly Perry

J. Henry Peters

Craig M. Peterson, Ph.D.

Lois A. Peterson

Martha Pezrow

Louise A. Pfeiffer

Elizabeth Philbrook

Lewis and Joanna Scott 
Picher

John D. Pickelman

Wes Pierce

Gail Pigeon

Dr. and Mrs. Richard S. Plank

Nancy and Robert Plaxico

Nancy G. Pofahl

Marily and Edwin Pollock

Phyllis J. Polumbo

Peggy D. and Tom Post

Myrna Barbara Potosky

Marvin Prager

Susan and Glenn Pratt

Gregory A. Price

Nancy and Ben. G. M. Priest

Alice F. Primrose

Susan J. Puder

John E. Puhek

Margaret Purves

Elizabeth and Lewis Purvis

Freda-Wood Purvis

L. Scott Pyle

Carolyn S. Quinn

David Rabenau

Audrey and Charles Raebeck

Sidney Raines

G. C. Ramsay

H. Richard Randall

James McChesney Ranson

Kelly M. Ranson

Sandra L. Rasche

Barbara Reid

Pamela and Philip B. Reinhart

Maryann Reis

Gail F. Reissen

Kathleen Elyse Schmidt 
Renquist

Lois L. Richardson

Marie W. Ridder

David G. Ridley

Jerry Rivers

Kelly and John Rock

Mary and Gaylan Rockswold

Lee A. Rodin

Dr. Linda C. and Edward H. 
Roesner

Mark Rohling

Marjorie Rohner

Patricia R. Rooney

Mrs. Edmond M. Roy Root

Aaron Rose

F. Duane Rose

Robert M. Ross

Victoria Roy

Edwin B. Royce

Mary Rugo

John L. Rundle, Jr.

Edward L. Rutherford

Charlotte Sahnow

Barbara St. George

Elizabeth and Nathaniel 
Saltonstall

Jaya Salzman

Elizabeth A. Sartor

Jerry Sass

Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Schaefer

Karl F. and Gloria G. 
Schlaepfer

Loren W. and Rebecca A. 
Schmidt

Helen L. Schneider

Lester Schneider

Elizabeth C. Schoeberlein

Ellen Marshall Scholle

Eleanor Nadler Schwartz

In Honor of Gwendolyn 
Schwartz

Jeanie S. Scott

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Sentz

Judith M. Setzer

Mrs. Henry M. Shafer

Arlette A. Sharp

Norma Gudin Shaw

Joanne Sheridan

Dean Allison Shinn

Robert Shultz

June and Harold Siebert

Pamela Silimperi

Paul Simon

Ann B. Simpson

Beverly L. Simpson

Charles and Mary Sinclair

Sandra K. Skaggs

Marianne J. and James Skeen

George Skinner

Dr. David D. Skryja

Ernestine I. Smith

Ian J. Smith

John R. Smith

Rosa Leader-Smith and 
Anthony M. Smith

Linda Smothers and Richard 
Gregg

Tower C. Snow, Jr.

Diane and Dale Snyder

Jane Sokolow and Edward 
A. Ames

Carol and Peter A. Soria

Lynn Spensley

Dr. Nicholas Sperelakis

Robert Spielman

Dennis Spitz

Kathryn C. Splinter

Dolores and James Sprague

M. G. Springer

West Stache

Jennifer Stanley

Christina Stanleyblair

Vesta B. Stearn

Christy and Robin Stebbins

Dr. Kent Steckmesser

Steven R. Stegner

Robert A. Stenstream

Robert G. Stine

Barbara Rogers Stinson

Mrs. Theodore A. Stoll

Cathy Douglas Stone and 
James M. Stone

Ruth Storms

Vi Strain

Elaine Strassburger

Georgene Stratman

Alida H. Struze

Joanna Sturm

Sheila and John Suarez

Anna M. Swenson and John 
A. Kunkel

Karen J. Swope

M. G. Szetela

Phyllis Whitney Tabor

Karen P. Thomas

Robert Tolfree

Mrs. George Trapp

Robert R. Traut

Harriette E. Treloar

Norma Tschida

Joyce Tullock

Samuel E. Tuma

Barbara Turner

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Tuttle

John H. Tyler

Dr. and Mrs. David C. Ulmer, 
Jr.

Jan and Rolf Ursin-Smith 
Charitable Trust

Abigail P. van Alstyne

F. R. Van Den Dries

Paulette Vartabedian

H. J. Velsor, Jr.

Nancy W. Verber

Van R. Vibber

Gigi and James Voegeli

Jordan Voelker

Donald A. Vogel

Phyllis M. Vogt

Lance Von Zepkan

Fred F. Wadsworth

James R. Wagner

Carol and Joseph Waldner

Billy C. and Jo Ann L. Wallace 
Revocable Trusts

David L. Wallace

Judge E. Wallace

Robert Wallace

Diana H. and Steven R. 
Warner

Judy A. Warner

Nancy Warren

Henry M. Warzybok

Aimee M. Waters

P. M. Watson

Sanford Waxer

Kendrick C. Webb

Bruce Weber

Dr. and Mrs. Edward C. 
Weber

Marshall M. Weinberg

Reynold S. Welch

Charles H. and Salome S. 
Wells

Darrell G. Wells

Sally Wells

Ms. Gladys P. Westman

Ginia Davis Wexler

Sue Whan

Ruth B. Whipple

Arthur and Nikki White

Roger B. White

James R. Whitefield

Marshall Hackett Whiting and 
Richard Arnold

Edward B. Whitney

Charles Tucker Wilkinson

Tom Willey

Florence and Jamie Williams

Jane P. Williams

Richard D. Williams

Stephen Williams

Thomas D. Williams

Michael Owen Willson

Bente and Don Winston

Eleanor and Frederick 
Winston

Lynn D. and Richard W. 
Woerpel, D.V.M.

Barry H. Wolf

Mick Wolk

Michael N. Wood

Steven Woodbury and Ann 
Bauer

Scott Woodward

Patricia Woolard-Wolff

Herbert E. Wright

Mrs. Roger G. Wrigley

T. H. and Pei-Hsing Wu

Thomas C. Yeoman

Margaret J. Young

Virginia and Ralph Zahn

Marsha McMahan Zelus

Denise L. Zembryki and 
Ronald Mamajek

Birdie and Martin Zitnick

Ben Zuckerman

Borys Zukowski and 
Stephanie Korcyn-Zukowski

BEQUESTS
We are deeply honored and 
grateful to acknowledge gifts 
received during fiscal year 
2015 from the estates of the 
following individuals:

Mary L. Ammon

Walter W. Aschoff, Jr.

Denise Bacon

Pauline Bill

Jane E. Bishop

Steven C. Bogema

Bert E. Brown

Jean W. and Theodore J. 
Cohn

Kathryn S. Cousins

John M. Czytajlo

Beryl P. Davey

Joseph H. Deare

Stephen R. Dinnerstein

Jane C. Dirks-Edmunds

Jules H. Drucker

Arthur K. Dunlop

Bettie C. Fenton

Ellen B. Fisher

Glenna S. Florence

Warren W. Forgey

Kathryn M. Friend

Hilda Gibbs

Ralph and Dorothy Graham 
Memorial Fund

James A. Grillo

Jean E. Groff

Robert Hanson

Brenda V. Harrison

Grace Cooper Harrison

Elinor P. Hempelmann

The Ouida Mundy Hill 
Memorial Fund of the Hawaii 
Community Foundation

Hanna W. Hopp

Luella Howard

E. Winston Jones

John M. Kauffmann

Charles E. Klabunde

Vesta B. Knuth

Kathryn M. Kohler

Anne P. Koller

Louis F. Lawrence

Leslie M. Leonelli

Mary L. Lewis

David Lieberman

Mildred A. Lillis

Jean A. and Ernest G. Lucken

Helen C. McCabe

Barbara McEwen

Herbert J. and Mildred A. 
Nelson

Ruth C. Nelson

Irma W. Neumann

Robert S. Neville

John S. Nevin

Clara W. Niemoller

Mary Webster Parker

Regina B. Pasche

Elinor B. Pederson

J. Edward Primet

Eric Protter

Joseph L. and Alice H. 
Randles

Patricia A. Rudnick

Betty E. Rush

Audrey A. Schackel

Mendon F. Schutt Family 
Fund

Edna D. Scoppa

Adolph M. Segal

Joan Sibley

Ronald Simonton

Jean A. and George V. Smith

Lois J. Smith

Mark C. Smith

Grace C. Stebbins

Richard J. Stewart

Eleanor H. Stoddard

Helen C. Thomas

Constance E. Walsh

Margaret J. Welke

Valerie D. Westheimer

Winifred S. White

Helen C. Wilson

CONTRIBUTED 
SERVICES AND  
IN-KIND GIFTS
Arkansas Valley Digital 
Imaging

Blackrock Outdoor Company

Ray Bloxham, Southern Utah 
Wilderness Alliance

Bozeman Daily Chronicle 

Scott Braden

Bridger Brewing 

Kathryn Byer

Tony Bynum 

Brad Christensen, NOLS

Christensen Corporation

City Lights Bookstore

Mason Cummings

Eagle Nest Outfitters

EcoFlight

George Ellison

Josh Ewing

Fish Eye Guy Photography

Jason Fitzgibbon

Rick Graetz

Granite Technology 
Solutions, Inc. 

Green Sage Café

GoWorx

Harmony House Foods

Bill Hodge

Bruce Hucko

Lori Kincaid

Lawson Hammock

Mast General Store

Kevin McNeal

Montana Import Group 

Nantahala Outdoor Center

Greg Owens

Patagonia

Penelope and Ben Pierce

Lisa Phillips, BLM

Andy Porter Images

Tyler Roemer 

RuffWear

Mark Schmerling 

Second Gear

Snowbird Lodge

Sola Café 

Southeastern Expeditions

Cathy Douglas Stone

Tom Till

Jeff VanTine 

Bob Wick, BLM

Wild Crumb Bakery 

Martha Wyckoff, Mack Creek 
Ranch 

You can give at work
Thank you to the many donors who 
contributed to The Wilderness Society last 
year through corporate, state, city and county 
workplace giving campaigns. If you are a 
federal employee, you can support our work 
by designating #10638 on your pledge sheet 
during the Combined Federal Campaign.

The Wilderness Society is a founding member 
of EarthShare, a federation of America’s 
leading nonprofit environmental and 
conservation organizations working together 
to promote environmental education and 
charitable giving through workplace giving 
campaigns.

For more information regarding The Wilderness 
Society, EarthShare or workplace giving, please 
contact The Society’s Membership Services 
Dept. at 1-800-The-Wild or member@tws.org.
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TREES SAVED

This report was printed on Chourus Art Silk paper, which is made entirely of 10% post-consumerwaste recycled fiber. Using this paper 
instead of virgin stock produced with fossil fuel-based electricity saved 2 fully grown trees and 1.1 million BTUs of energy. Selection 
of this paper, which is certified by Smartwood to the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), also prevented the creation of 143 pounds of 
greenhouse gases and 73 pounds of solid waste. Environmental impact estimates were made using the Environmental Defense Fund 
Paper Calculator (www.papercalculator.org).

Martinique Grigg

Juan Martinez

Gregg Sherrill

“The Wilderness Society has always and will always be a powerful 
voice for wild places, but I think there is a unique opportunity for us as 
leaders to build on this narrative and expand it to include the story of 
the diverse communities who come together to fight for these places. It’s 
about reframing our message for a new generation: we’re not just here 
for the sake of protecting public lands, but we’re here for the people who 
inherit them as well.”

A National Geographic Explorer 
and North Face ambassador 
for outdoor engagement, Juan 
Martinez is the director of 
leadership development for the 
Children and Nature Network and 
the Natural Leaders Network. 

“One of the biggest challenges we face today is a decline in participation 
in the environmental movement. If we are going to inspire the next 
generation to care about and speak up for wild places, it is critically 
important to connect Americans to the outdoors. I’m most excited about 
participating in The Wilderness Society’s cutting-edge work to build the 
constituency by bringing individuals, groups and communities together 
to advocate for their special places.”  

Martinique Grigg is the former 
executive director of The 
Mountaineers, an organization 
focused on educating and 
connecting people to the outdoors 
in the Pacific Northwest.   

“What totally captured my interest in The Wilderness Society is the 
organization’s big picture focus on the concept of large, connected wild 
areas, which are arguably one of the greatest natural resources of our 
country. I believe there is a tremendous value to this approach: the 
protection of entire ecosystems affords the highest possible resilience to 
potential threats, including climate change, and it ensures that everyone 
can access and experience the wonder of nature in an unspoiled setting.”

Gregg Sherill is the chairman 
and chief executive officer of the 
Illinois-based company Tenneco, 
one of the world’s largest 
manufacturers of clean air and ride 
performance products and systems 
for vehicles. 

© Laura Hubers, USFWS

†Deceased

NEW 2015 GOVERNING COUNCIL MEMBERS
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CHANGES IN KEY BALANCES (in millions)
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Thanks to the generous support of members, advocates, major 
donors, foundations and corporations, The Wilderness Society 
has the financial strength to continue expanding our work to 
protect public lands, promote clean energy development and 
give all people experiences in America’s wild places. 

Fiscal year 2015 marked another year of financial stability for 
us. Recent gains from investments and net assets helped us 
allocate additional funds to all the work we do—resulting in 
a 4% increase in funding for our program services. Just as 
importantly, funding for our long-term strategic goals also rose, 
thanks to an increase in philanthropic support for our work. In 
particular, support from foundations grew notably, especially for 
our work to address climate change.

As we look toward tomorrow with our conservation work, we 
do so from a place of financial strength and stability—the 
foundation we need to build our nation’s public lands legacy 
now and for generations to come.

Statements of Financial Position 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011
Assets Cash and cash equivalents  1.7  3.4  2.5  -    -   

Accounts and contributions receivable  7.7  6.6  4.7  2.7  4.9 

Investments  31.8  32.1  25.0  24.6  23.2 

Planned giving investments  4.4  4.8  5.3  5.6  5.4 

Beneficial interest in assets held by others  6.1  6.8  7.8  9.0  8.7 

Other assets  6.8  7.3  9.4  3.0  3.6 

Total assets  58.5  61.0  54.8  44.9  45.8 

Liabilities Accounts payable and accrued expenses  2.3  2.9  1.7  3.5  2.4 

Deferred rent  1.4  1.2  1.1  0.9  0.3 

Planned giving liabilities  2.4  2.5  3.1  3.3  3.3 

Total liabilities  6.1  6.6  5.9  7.7  6.0 

Net Assets Unrestricted  8.3  8.9  2.9  3.5  8.4 

Temporarily restricted  32.0  33.5  34.5  22.3  20.1 

Permanently restricted  12.1  12.0  11.5  11.4  11.3 

Total net assets  52.4  54.4  48.9  37.2  39.8 

Total liabilities and net assets  58.5  61.0  54.8  44.9  45.8 

Statements of Activities

Revenues Individuals  16.4  20.8  28.5  13.2  14.0 

Foundations  8.1  7.1  5.9  7.2  6.5 

Corporations  0.2  0.1  0.2  0.4  0.5 

Total contributions  24.7  28.0  34.7  20.8  21.0 

Other 2.0  1.8  1.5  1.7  2.0 

Total revenues  26.7  29.7  36.2  22.5  23.0 

Expenses Program Services      

Wilderness and wildlands conservation  14.2  15.7  17.5  19.5  21.1 

Outreach and public education  7.6  5.2  4.0  5.7  5.7 

 21.9  20.9  21.5  25.2  26.8 

Support services

Fundraising  5.3  4.3  4.3  3.8  4.1 

Management and general  1.1  1.3  1.9  2.1  2.1 

 6.4  5.6  6.2  5.9  6.2 

Total expenses  28.3  26.6  27.7  31.1  33.0 

Change in net assets from operations  (1.6)  3.2  8.5  (8.6)  (10.0)

Gains from investments and other changes  (0.4)  2.3  3.2  6.2  3.2 

Change in net assets  (2.0)  5.5  11.7  (2.4)  (6.8)

Beginning net assets  54.4  48.9  37.2  39.6  46.4 

Ending net assets  52.4  54.4  48.9  37.2  39.6 

All figures reported in $ millions. Fiscal years ended September 30

If you would like to receive a copy of our audited financial 
statements, or if you have any questions about this overview 
or The Wilderness Society, please contact us at:
The Wilderness Society
Attn: Membership Services 
1615 M Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036-3209
E-mail: member@tws.org or visit: 
http://wilderness.org/about-us/annual-report

inset photo © Diana Robinson/flickr

FISCAL YEAR 2015 EXPENSES
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In early January 2016, we mourned deeply the sudden loss 
of Doug Walker, former Chair of The Wilderness Society’s 
Governing Council. 

In reflecting on his life and legacy, we notice a single thread 
connecting everything Doug’s friends, family, colleagues and 
mentees treasured about him and his spirit: No one can say 
anything about Doug without talking about his incredible 
passion, or the bottomless well of joy and energy that allowed 
him to translate that passion into action. Doug’s work as a 
conservation philanthropist and activist was instrumental in 
expanding recreational access and protections for his beloved 
North Cascades, cementing his legacy as a man who could 
work with anyone and everyone, with a talent for connecting 
people and mobilizing them to not only support big ideas, but 
work hard to bring them to life.

We honor Doug’s life by continuing to connect to the 
outdoors and working tirelessly to ensure everyone in 
America has the opportunity to do so.

Doug Walker: 
Philanthropist, Conservationist, Leader

With his boundless energy, big heart and 
dedicated work, I will admit it’s really hard 
to fathom life without Doug. Yet because he 
so believed in each of us as special friends and 
leaders, I have no question his legacy will endure. 
He changed the way we see the world, and he 
changed the way we work.
—Jamie Williams, President, The Wilderness Society

He didn’t want to protect the environment from 
people—he wanted to protect it for people.  
—Derek Kilmer, Congressman (D-WA)

I spent all of my time when I wasn’t in school out 
in the mountains with my dad. He had me rock 
climbing, camping, kayaking. I’m so grateful, and 
I owe a lot of my enthusiasm for the outdoors to 
how I was raised.
—Kina Walker, Doug’s daughter

This wild, rugged landscape is what lured Doug to 
Washington and stoked his creativity and energy 
and passions for decades.
—Suzan DelBene, Congresswoman (D-WA)

Doug’s unique quality was his pace of life. He was 
just nonstop. I have this image of all of our times 
together on adventures—and it’s his backside, 
because he was always up in front! He brought 
that momentum to everything that he tackled.
—Karen Daubert, Executive Director, Washington Trails Association

© Kina Walker

© Luke Allen Humphrey 
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In January 2015, President Obama made a recommendation to protect 
more than 12 million acres of Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge—
the largest wilderness recommendation in history. This brings us closer to 
protecting a place that has been central to American wilderness advocacy 
since the 1960s. An intact ecosystem nine times the size of Yellowstone 
National Park, the 19 million-acre Arctic National Wildlife Refuge now 
has its strongest protection from oil exploration and development. For the 
Arctic foxes, polar bears and caribou that hunt and graze on the coastal 
plain, for the Gwichi’in who call this area “the sacred place where life 
begins,” and for the area’s immense scientific value as a place to study the 
effects of climate change, this is a critical piece of our living legacy—and  
an important step toward a better future for our planet.

© Peter Mather


