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Sitka Sound, Alaska 
Mark A. Johnson

At the start of 2021—
with climate change 
accelerating, racial 
injustice commanding 
long overdue attention 
and a pivotal and fraught 
transition of political 
power coming to 
pass—the country was 
enveloped by a kind of 
division and darkness 
many of us had never 
seen before. 

But even as crises mounted, we 
came together committed to 
creating  a brighter tomorrow—where 
connections between people and 
wild places are strengthened, and our 
planet receives the care it needs.  

Working with the new administration 
and grassroots stakeholders across 
the U.S., we began repairing the 
damage of the Trump years, secured 
essential progress and continued 
building the resilient, just and 
sustainable tomorrow that our 
communities need.
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After four years of attacks on public lands by a U.S. 
president, we entered a new era with the inauguration 
of Joe Biden on January 21, 2021. Over the course of the 
year, your partnership with The Wilderness Society, and 
your generous support, enabled us to secure significant 
conservation victories.

Working with community and Indigenous-led coalitions, 
we focused on undoing the damage of the Trump years 
and pursuing public lands solutions to climate change, 
species extinction and expanding equitable access 
to nature. And together we made a more inclusive 
conservation movement a reality.

It was an honor to stand with the Tribes and see 
President Biden restore the Bears Ears National 
Monument to its original boundaries, and deeply 
gratifying to have a hand in gaining protection for 
threatened lands surrounding Chaco Culture National 
Historical Park. And were excited to see the Biden 
administration fulfill its promise to act on the input 
of Indigenous leaders and community partners in 
its approach to restoring protections to the Tongass 
National Forest. 

These victories demonstrate the impact of combining The 
Wilderness Society’s expertise and strength with efforts 
led by the people who have the most at stake. They also 
serve to remind us that we never have, and never will, 
achieve major conservation gains by acting alone. 

You are a vital member of this movement to create a 
sustainable future in which all people and nature can thrive 
together, from the urban to the wild. Indeed, you are integral 
to every victory and advance described in these pages. And 
we greatly look forward to working with you to pursue our 
many bold conservation initiatives in the year ahead. 

We thank you for your commitment,

Jamie Williams

President 

Michael A. Mantell 

Chair, Governing Council

2021: A year of renewed impact

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska
Mason Cummings

Land Acknowledgment 
The Wilderness Society recognizes Native American 
and Indigenous peoples as the longest serving stewards 
of the land. We respect their inherent sovereignty and 
self-determination and honor treaty rights, including 
reserved rights that exist off their reservations.

We acknowledge the historic and ongoing injustices 
perpetrated against Indigenous peoples and are 
committed to being more conscientious and inclusive 
and working with Indigenous peoples to advance the 
establishment of trust and respect in our relationships.

We seek the guidance of Native American and 
Indigenous peoples to effectively advocate for the 
protection of culturally significant lands and the 
preservation of language and culture.

We strive to support actions that respect the priorities, 
traditional knowledge, interests and concerns of 
Native American and Indigenous peoples to ensure a 
more just and equitable future.
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The profound power of 
public lands can help us 
address the urgent crises 
before us and create 
a resilient, just and 
sustainable future.

In 1935, The Wilderness Society was built around a 
simple but bold commitment: to conserve the wild and 
irreplaceable lands around us.

Eighty-seven years later, with over 200 million acres 
protected, that commitment hasn’t changed. But its 
relevance in a world that is facing extraordinary and 
increasingly urgent challenges has.

Today, we know that wild, public lands offer some of the 
best solutions to some of the biggest challenges of our 
time, and that—when they are thoughtfully cared for and 
equitably shared—they give us a powerful opportunity to 
confront the crises we face. 

Slowing Species Extinction:

Rampant development and a changing climate are 
causing irreversible damage to wildlife and wild nature, 
as well as to people and communities. With your 
support, The Wilderness Society is: 

• Fostering the creation of a resilient network of 
landscapes that will conserve healthy ecosystems  
and allow for the migration necessary for the survival 
of wildlife.

• Building equitable, community led collaborations in 
key landscapes to drive lasting conservation solutions. 

• Advocating for new national policies that accelerate 
the protection of nature.

Confronting Climate Change:

We know that we have less than 10 years to 
avoid the worst impacts of climate change. 
With your support, The Wilderness Society is: 

• Pushing for sharp reductions in fossil fuel 
extraction on public lands.

• Protecting carbon-storing forests.

• Advocating for rapid expansion of 
responsibly sited renewable energy.

Ensuring Equitable Access to Nature:

Historically, institutions and systems have excluded 
or failed many communities—and in many ways, 
continue to do so. With your support, The Wilderness 
Society is:

• Driving policy innovation to ensure equitable 
access to nature and inclusive public lands 
decision-making.

• Using our platform and resources to invest in the 
power of those who have too often been excluded 
from conservation leadership.

• Working alongside Indigenous communities in 
their efforts to protect lands with deep cultural 
and spiritual significance.

Olympic National Park, Washington
Marc Adamus

Blackfeet Nation, Montana
Micheli Oliver

Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming
Jacob W. Frank/NPS
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Bears Ears National Monument, Utah
Mason Cummings

With The Wilderness Society’s consistent presence in 
Washington, your support helped ensure the Biden 
administration signed on to and launched a locally 
driven, community based effort to protect 30 percent  
of U.S. lands and waters by the year 2030. 

To achieve this first-ever national conservation goal, we 
must rely on federal public lands, which cover 28 percent 
of our country and contain most of its remaining wildlands. 
Wilderness Society scientists have identified the most 
biologically rich places to create a resilient landscape 
network that will allow species of all kinds to migrate and 
adapt to rapidly changing climate conditions.  

Protecting nature on this scale will not only lessen the 
ongoing extinction crisis but will also help curb the worst 
effects of climate change and ensure communities have 
access to clean air, clean water and outdoor spaces. 

In the face of the extinction 
crisis, your support is 
helping to build a more 
resilient tomorrow.

Bears Ears National Monument:  
A Framework for the Future

Today, the buttes, piñon-juniper dotted lands and 
sandstone canyons in the Bears Ears National 
Monument in Utah amount to a living museum,  
as well as a vibrant and irreplaceable landscape—
one that bursts with archaeological significance, 
supports 18 endangered species, and is imbued 
with cultural history for the Hopi, Navajo, Ute,  
Ute Mountain and Zuni Tribes, for whom this land  
is sacred. 

But in 2017, roughly 85 percent of the monument was 
illegally stripped of protections by an administration 
intent on prioritizing mining and drilling. 

In 2021, with your support, we helped repair 
this damage—acting as a key supporter 
and partner to the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal 
Coalition, whose advocacy pushed the Biden 
administration to restore protections for  
1.1 million acres that were originally removed 
from the Bears Ears National Monument.

As public lands co-managed by the Tribes who 
have long called them home, Bears Ears provides 
an exciting—and in many ways, groundbreaking—
framework for equitable conservation wins in  
the future.

“President Biden did the right thing restoring 
the Bears Ears National Monument. For us the 
monument never went away ... The monument 
represents a historic opportunity for the federal 
government to learn and incorporate our tribal land 
management practices. Practices that we developed 
over centuries and are needed more now than ever.” 

—  Chairman Shaun Chapoose, Ute Indian Tribe Business Committee and 
BEITC member. For more information about the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal 
Coalition, visit bearsearscoalition.org.

Washington, D.C.
Department of Interior

Federal public lands cover  
28 percent of our country 
and contain most of its 
remaining wildlands

28%

Invited by the Tribal leaders who led the efforts to create and restore 
Bears Ears, The Wilderness Society’s President Jamie Williams (2nd from 
right, back row) attended the signing ceremony on October 8, 2021. 
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Restoring Monuments  
and Connecting Landscapes

Your support made the Bears Ears victory possible, as well as 
the reinstatement of protections for Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument. 

Both Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante are in the Red 
Rock country of southeastern Utah, one of 14 biologically rich 
landscapes identified by our science team, which will take priority 
as we confront the crises before us.

With your support, we are actively working with 
communities in several states that have built strong 
coalitions seeking new national monument 
designations in the region.  

Building from Here

Public Lands Champions:  
Ned Whitney and Martha Howell

When Ned Whitney started his career 
in New York City 50 years ago, he felt 
far removed from the expansive woods 
and free-flowing trout streams that 
shaped his upbringing in rural New 
Hampshire. The Harvard Business 
School graduate longed for a few good 
hiking trails until an acquaintance 
took him and his wife, Martha Howell, 
to explore the state parks of the 
Hudson Highlands. The discovery was 
extraordinary, recalls Ned. “Just 45 
miles outside of Manhattan, we were 
standing on a mountain—no houses, no 
roads, no buildings in sight,” he says. 
“It became hiking heaven for us.”

Thankful for ready access to 
thousands of acres of public lands 
near the city, Ned looked for ways 
to help protect other wild places, 
including those he may never visit. 
“The Wilderness Society stood out as 
having the skills and capacity to build 

public support to protect large areas 
of wildlands across the country,” he 
says. Intrigued, Ned made his first 
gift in 1985, served as an advisor 
from 2007 to 2015, and today, he is a 
member of our President’s Circle.

Enjoying more time to hike, bike and 
ski with his family in retirement,  
Ned’s commitment to conservation 
has only deepened, particularly as  
the damage to people and nature from 
climate change has become more 
severe. “It’s impossible to deny that 
we’re facing a gigantic crisis right  
now, and if there was ever a time to 
support an organization that is going 
to help us mitigate this crisis—and 
create a sustainable future for people, 
wildlife and wildlands—now is that 
time,” he insists. “I’m confident 
that The Wilderness Society is using 
its historic strengths to meet this 
challenge head-on.”

Mojave Desert, California
Kurt Moses/NPS
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From the deserts of California to the Alaskan Arctic, from the 
Appalachian Mountains to countless other landscapes, public lands 
are rich in beauty and biodiversity and provide immeasurable 
benefits to the communities who count on them. And yet, private 
interests, and often our own government, have long seen these 
shared lands as a source of profit for the fossil fuel industry. 

This is damaging to wild nature and nearby communities, especially 
those that bear the brunt of fossil fuel pollution. It also makes public 
lands a central contributor to our planet’s rapidly changing climate. 
In fact, in the U.S., coal, oil and gas production from federal public 
lands represents nearly one quarter of our total national greenhouse 
gas emissions. If U.S. public lands were a country, its emissions 
alone would be the fifth highest in the world.

Hope soared in 2021 when President Biden took office committed to 
taking decisive action on climate change. Although transformative 
legislative solutions stalled in Congress at the end of the year, 
opportunities for progress remain as the Executive Branch has direct 
control and wide latitude over the use of federal public lands. 

Making public lands part of the climate solution requires making 
change at a grand scale. We must transition away from fossil fuel 
extraction, expand responsibly sited renewable energy, and protect 
wildlands that serve as “carbon sinks,” which take carbon from the 
atmosphere and store it.

In the face of climate change, 
your support is helping to build 
a more sustainable tomorrow.

Old-growth and mature forests are among the most 
powerful tools for natural carbon sequestration we 
have, and none is more important than the Tongass 
National Forest. Located in southeast Alaska, the 
Tongass is one of the last and largest temperate 
rainforests on earth. With its towering old-growth and 
mature stands of trees, it absorbs and stores more 
heat-trapping carbon than any other U.S. forest. 

In 2021, your support empowered us to partner 
with a coalition of Southeast Alaskan Indigenous 
Tribes, local businesses and others to push the 
Biden administration to initiate the formal process 
to restore protection to 9.4 million acres in the 
heart of the Tongass that had been unlawfully 
voided by the Trump administration. Crucially, 
the Biden administration went further, banning 
all industrial-scale logging of old growth trees 
throughout the 17-million-acre forest and 
committing an initial $25 million to Tribal priorities 
and community well-being in the region.  

These restored and expanded protections secure an 
essential “carbon sink” and set an important precedent 
for climate-friendly forest protection in the future.

Tongass National Forest, Alaska
Mark  A. Johnson

Protecting the Most Powerful 
Carbon Sinks
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Dry Lake Solar Energy Zone, Nevada
Mason Cummings

Building from Here

Transforming National 
Priorities for Public Lands

We are working to change the laws and policies that govern 
how public lands are managed so that they prioritize climate 
protection, equitable access to nature for everyone, and 
conservation—not corporate profits for fossil fuel and other 
extractive industries. 

To build enduring approaches to managing our shared lands, 
we will continue to follow the lead of Tribes, communities of 
color, working-class and frontline communities—those directly 
impacted by fossil fuel extraction on public lands—and others 
who continue to be excluded from public lands decision making.

Alongside communities, our partners, and supporters like you, 
we will press the Biden administration to begin a rapid phase-out 
of fossil fuel development on public lands, while ensuring a just 
transition to a sustainable economy for fossil fuel-dependent 
states and localities. We will help communities choose the best 
sites for responsibly expanding renewable energy, thereby 
boosting local economies and generating revenue streams for 
state and local governments. And we will continue to conserve 
and protect carbon storage champs like our national forests. 

A well-preserved site of rituals and meetings for  
Ancestral Puebloan peoples one thousand years ago,  
the Chaco Canyon area in New Mexico is a sacred 
landscape and critical link to the past for the Pueblo, 
Hopi and Navajo peoples. 

Yet for too long—and despite Indigenous communities’ 
pleas to protect this landscape—the federal government 
has thrown much of it open to fossil fuel extraction. Ninety-
one percent of available lands in the Greater Chaco region 
are already leased for oil and gas development. The impact 

of this is not only pollution that threatens the historical 
site and the health of nearby Tribal communities, but also 
emissions that threaten the future of our shared planet. 

But with the leadership and advocacy of Tribal 
communities and the partnership your support makes 
possible, we helped secure a breakthrough years in the 
making. In 2021, the Biden administration announced a 
20-year withdrawal of federal lands within a 10-mile radius 
around Chaco Culture National Historical Park, ensuring no 
new oil and gas leasing or development will take place.

Banning Oil and Gas from Chaco Canyon

Chaco Culture National Historical Park, New Mexico
Mason Cummings
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For far too long, too many have lacked easy access to 
nature and healthy outdoor activities—especially those 
who experience outsized burdens and challenges to 
their well-being. Today, communities of color are three 
times more likely to live in nature-deprived areas, and 
low-income communities have significantly less access 
to nature than the rest of the country. 

But it doesn’t have to be this way. By fighting alongside 
local communities for park equity funds that provide 
outdoor access to all, we are working to address 
historical injustices. Together we can set a new 
precedent for equitable access to public lands that 
everyone can get to, feel welcome in and benefit from.

In the face of inequity, 
your support is helping to 
build a just tomorrow.

Establishing Models for 
Park Equity Across the U.S.

With your support, The Wilderness Society 
contributed to two major state-level 
victories in 2021 that will not only provide 
a new level of equitable outdoor access, 
but also set a model for other states and for 
future national legislation.

In New Mexico, we supported a state-wide 
coalition that tripled the funding for the 
nation’s first state-level Outdoor Equity Fund, 
which provides grants to increase access to 
the outdoors for youth of color and youth 
living in low-income areas.

In Colorado, we helped power a coalition 
of roughly 65 groups—including many 
organizations led by or representing Black, 
Indigenous or people of color—to secure 
the creation of a new Outdoor Equity 
Grant Program. This program establishes 
a dedicated funding source that will ramp 
up to $3 million annually and direct much-
needed funding to meaningful outdoor 
experiences for youth and their families 
living in underserved communities.

“Today’s signing of the Colorado 
Outdoor Equity Grant Program marks 
the beginning of closing the racial 
‘nature gap,’ so that all of our kids can 
enjoy the outdoors.” 

—  Jared Bynum, Communities & Justice Advocate, 
Conservation Colorado

Curecanti National Recreation Area, Colorado
Mason Cummings
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A Catalytic Partner: The Bullitt Foundation

For decades, the Bullitt Foundation has 
been helping to lead the Pacific Northwest’s 
pursuit of a greener future, supporting efforts 
to conserve lands and waters, promote 
sustainable communities, and center racial 
equity and justice in the environmental 
movement. The Wilderness Society is grateful 
for the foundation’s leadership support of our 
efforts to secure lasting conservation gains in 
the region since the early 1990s. 

Founded by the late philanthropist and 
businesswoman Dorothy Bullitt, since 2016 
the foundation has focused on community led 
efforts to form an “Emerald Corridor.” The 
goal is to connect the vibrant ecosystems of 
the North Cascades—from Portland, Oregon 
to Vancouver, British Columbia. It is critical 
to ensure that this landscape flourishes, while 
also creating ways for city dwellers to reach and 
experience the wildlands. “Urban sustainability 
is built on a foundation of ecological health,” 
says the foundation’s CEO Denis Hayes, who 
organized the first Earth Day in 1970.

But in order to protect the region’s iconic 
peaks, ancient forests and waters, alongside its 
recreation values, the foundation was looking 
for a partner that understood the complexities 
of bridging the urban to wild divide. “It 
wasn’t easy to find groups willing to embrace 
the big, complex challenges of connecting 
urban communities to wildlands, including 
understanding and addressing the deep racial 
inequities in access to nature,” says Denis.

But The Wilderness Society had demonstrated 
the ability to do just that through our Urban to 
Wild program in Los Angeles, California—and 
expanding to Seattle was a natural next step. 
Always seeking to be a catalyst for change, 
The Bullitt Foundation stepped forward with 
a grant to launch Urban to Wild in Seattle. 
For Senior Program Officer Steve Whitney, a 
Wilderness Society alum, it was a no brainer. 
“Although The Wilderness Society didn’t have 
a history of engagement in Seattle’s urban 
neighborhoods, they are trusted for their 
collaborative approach, their deep policy and 
science expertise, and their effective advocacy 
efforts,” he says. 

Denis agrees. “This is a real opportunity 
to engage in natural area, open-space 
conservation, in collaboration with community 
partners, and to connect that work with efforts 
to protect the region’s public lands,” he adds.

As The Bullitt Foundation prepares to wind 
down its grantmaking in 2024, The Wilderness 
Society is looking ahead and sees the Urban to 
Wild program as integral to landscape-scale 
conservation. The opportunity to refine this 
model to enhance the resilience of natural 
ecosystems and human communities will 
continue to benefit the greater Seattle region 
and beyond. As Steve insists, the results can 
pay dividends: “If you first meet people on 
issues that are meaningful to them, you can 
build political power to address a wide range 
of environmental issues.” 

Connecting Urban to Wild
All people need and deserve places where they can enjoy 
nature and live healthy lives. And with more than 80 
percent of the U.S. population now residing in cities, it 
is more important than ever to focus on green spaces in 
urban places. 

But many urban communities lack equitable access to 
nature, and after decades of discriminatory planning and 
development policies, communities of color are far more 
likely to face challenges accessing parks and green space.

That’s why The Wilderness Society launched the Urban to 
Wild program. Starting in Los Angeles, the program has 
expanded to Albuquerque and Seattle and will add new 
locations in the coming years. 

Working collaboratively with organizations in each city, we will 
drive resources to communities that need it most. And we’ll 
partner with local groups and leaders to connect residents to 
nature and achieve big policy wins, while leveraging our work 
at the federal level for maximum impact.

Urban to Wild will also expand our efforts to develop 
the conservation leaders of the future. We’ll expand our 
partnerships with groups providing outdoor experiences to 
urban youth to bring them into wild public lands, teach them 
about the history of these shared lands and how to become 
effective advocates for public lands and conservation.

Building from Here

Albuquerque, New Mexico
Mason Cummings

We supported a 
state-wide coalition 
in New Mexico, that 
tripled the funding 
for the nation’s first 
state-level Outdoor 
Equity Fund.
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The Wilderness Society extends 

our deepest gratitude to all of our 

supporters. You have protected 

America’s wild places and laid 

the groundwork for enduring 

conservation gains. Together, we 

will build a more inclusive and 

powerful conservation movement 

to harness the potential of public 

lands to help our nation address 

the challenges of our time: species 

extinction, climate change and 

inequitable access to nature. 

The donors listed on the 
following pages generously 
contributed $1,000 or more 
in 2021. We would also like to 
thank the many contributors 
who supported our work with 
gifts under $1,000, not listed 
here due to space limitations.
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Lisa Rosenfield

Barry Santana

Charles Scheidt

Keith Sendall

Laura Sevin

James Slater

Jacqueline A. Smalley

Lois Sontag

Verne Stapenhorst

Christy and Robin Stebbins

Richard Stowe

Sonia Syngal and Joe McGrath

Marvin Tenenbaum

Joyce M. Thibodeaux

Roxanne Thomas

Nancy Tomich

Jon Tourville

Celeste and Dave Ulmer

Lanette and Scott VanWagenen

Marty Vaughan

Sheila Voneuer

Michele and Ted Wang

The White Pine Fund

Jeffrey Wihtol

Ella Mae Williams

Ryan Williams

Anthony Wright

W. R. Young
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Doug A. Adams

Sally Adams

Audra and Eric Adelberger

Benedict J. Adelson

Judith and Jack Adler

Elizabeth Albert

Lynn and Michael Aldrich

David Allen

Patsy Allen

Ellen Allinger

Denise Ambuske

Bijan Amini

Danica and Eric Anderson

Thomas Anderson

Joyce Andrew

Margaret Andrews

Marjorie and James L. Andrews

Brian Anton

Terry Appleton

Donna E. Arbaugh

Holly and Bernie Arghiere

Karen and Johnny Armstrong

Lori Arp and Olke Uhlenbeck

Carol and Russell Atha III

Anne and Mark Atwood

Kenneth August

Linda and Richard Avery

Freddy Avis

Elizabeth Bacon

Robert D. Bacon

Yvonne and Dan Bailey

Jeffrey Bain

Tim Bain

Benjamin M. Baker

Albert J. Balducchi

Nancy Ballou

The Robert W. and  
Amy T. Barker Foundation

William T. Barker

Marcia and David Barstow

Robert Bartner

Sandra Bass

Carole Diane Bastian

Marilyn Bates

Kathleen and David Bavelas

Joan Beam

Robert Bedingfield

Carol and James Beers

Nancy and Reinier Beeuwkes III

Barbara Berman

David Bernstein

Judith Bero

Charlaine and Robert Beschta

Susan Besse

Leon Bijou

Susan and Lee Bishop

Deirdre and Fraser Black

Larry G. Blackwood

C. William Blair

Susan and Thomas Blandy

Susan and Michael Blehert

Kathryn Boehnke

Carolyn and John K. Boitnott

Gabrielle Bolton

Amy Bones

Beatrice and Bill Booth

Harry Booth

Alessandro Bordignon

Maryellen Borello

Barbara and Michael Borowitz

Curtis Bostwick

Steve Bowen

Susan and Joseph Bower

Julian Bowes

Ann Bowker

Sandra Bowman and Nick Parish

Laura Bradley

Mae Claire and David Branton

Joanna Bratt

The Bretscher Family Foundation 

Antoinette and Benjamin Brewster

Katharine Brigham

Anne Brinkley

Maryellen Borello

Alison Sirkus Brody and Michael Brody

The Brooks Family Fund

Charles Brown

Faith and Stephen Brown

Marilyn and Allan Brown

Nancy Brown

Patricia Brown and  
Malcolm McDougal Brown

Sheila Brown

Susan Brown-Douglas

Margo Brownell

Patricia Bruggere

Stephen Brumbach

James and Barbara Brunell Fund

Wendel Bruss

Olive M. Bryan

Dinah Buechner-Vischer

Gro Buer and Bruce Williams

Randy Buford

Mary Catherine Bunting

Caleb Burchenal

Jerry L. Burns

Laurie and William Buss

Audrey Buyrn and E. Alan Phillips

Ginny and Ed Buzzell

Margaret J. Cain

Lewis Calk

Glenn Calkins

Lynda Campbell

Carmen Cappadona

Rosemarie Carbino

Judith L. Carlson

Gerda Carmichael

Judith Carroll

Susan Carroll

Cedar Elm Fund of  
The Dallas Foundation

Theresa D. and John T. Cederholm

Kay Cerny

Joan and Park Chamberlain

William Chambers

Robert Cherek

Doyle Chisholm

Portia and Norm L. Christensen

Leslie S. Christodoulopoulos

David Clark

Gretel and Peter Clark

Jan and Fritz Clark

JoAnne Cleland

Janet and Paul Clifford

Cobb & Associates

Majorie Cohen

Sharon Faison-Cohen and  
Murray Cohen

Jane Coleman 

Daniel Collins

Mary Collins

Carolyn B. and Clifford Colwell

Joyce R. Cook

Richard Cool

David E. Cooper

David Copeland

Eugenie Copp

Frances Ratchford Corbett

Peggy and Dennis Corkran

Pat and Dan Cornwell

Janet Corrigan

Carla Corwin

George Covington

Brian Cox

Karen Crandall

Patty and Tim Crane

Jean and Vern Crawford

Arnold Crelier

William Croft

Cross Family Foundation

Robert L. Crowell Charitable Fund

Kathleen Crowley

Betsy Crumb

Nancy Culp

Grace Curry

Marcia and Kenneth Dam

The Daniels Family Fund

Susan and William Darnell

Robert and Ann Dart

Ashoke K. Das

Betty and Joseph Davidson

Claire C. Davis

Robert Davis

Daniel Dawley

Douglas B. and Sheryl W. Dawson

Pamela and George Dealth

Barbara and George Dechet

David Dennedy-Frank

Pat Dennehey

Jeffrey Dennis

Amy and David Dessert

Marlene Detman

Paul C. Deutsch

Roxanne and Warren Devecchio

Dewoskin/Roskin Foundation

Jeffrey Dickstein

Debra and Steven Dirks

Gerald Dischler

James K. Donnell

Phyllis and Stephen Dorsi

Wendy and Jim Drasdo

The Draz Family

Kay Drey

Jim Dreyfous

Susan Drumheller

Elena Duarte

Patricia Dunleavy

Paul Durbin

Peter D. Durst

Cynthia Dusel-Bacon

Mr. and Mrs. Olen Earl

Ralph Earlandson

H. Kay Easton

Pamela Pride Eaton and Edward Zukoski

Walter Edge

Jackie McElroy-Edwards and  
William Edwards

Noel D. Eichhorn

Stan Eilers

Andrea Eisenberg

Kevin Elberts

Mary Elizalde

Mary and Charles Elko

James Ellsworth

Kay and Sherman English

Phyllis and Donald Epstein

James Erdman

Charles Ermert

Margot Ernst

Dennis Esposito

Ethan Evans

Wendy and Morris Evans

Owen Farrell

Michael Fassett

Robert L. and Cynthia Feldman 
Philanthropic Fund of the Dallas  
Jewish Community Foundation

Melvin Ferentz

Allison Fichter and Phillip O’Brien

James Field

Arthur L. Finn

Cathy Finney

Susan Fisher-Stevens

Susan and Paul Fleischman

Carol Fleishauer

Claudia Floyd and Peter Olson

Norma Flynn

Mike Foster

Claudia Foulke

Julie Fowler

Florence Bryan Fowlkes

The Fox Fund

Deborah and Charles E. Frank
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Laura Friedman and Barry Gertz

Justin Fritz

Diana and Andrew Frost

Alicia and Carl Furman

Amory Gage

William Gamber

Georgia and Walter W. Garnsey, Jr.

John A. Garraty

Nancy and Fred Gehlbach

Patricia George

Shelby Gerking

Ann M. Getches

Michelle Giguere

Helen Gildred

Glenn Gilyard

Frances Ginsberg

Patricia and Nicholas Giordano

John R. Giurgevich

Georgie Gleim

Lynn Glesne

Barbara Gold

Billie and Martin Gold

Mitchell Golden

Henry Goodman

Mona Goodwin

Susan and Peter Goodwin

Victoria Gordon and Robert Bradley

Mary B. Gorman

Kerry Graham

Joyce Grand and Carolyn Stevens

M. Janet Graney

Maureen Grant

David Greenblatt

Carrie and James Greenstein

Gary, Julie, Sydney,  
and Maddy Greenstein

Michael Greenstreet

Wendy and Dan Gribble

Martinique and Eliot Grigg

Joseph and Marjorie Grinnell

Marilyn F. and William J. Grist

Nina B. Griswold

Laura Grossman

Amy Gruber

Mary Guerricabeitia

Gay Gullickson

Geoffrey Gund

Gary Guthery

Sherry Guzzi

Nancy Hager

Ellen Hainen

Jean Halford

Barbara Hall

Daniel Hall

Nils Halverson

William Hamann

Hamill Family Foundation

Betsy and Marshall Hamilton

Thomas Hammerstrom

Dr. Gail C. Hansen

Steven Harmer

Anne Harper

Ellen Pickler Harris

Sally Harris

Barbara Hartloff

Ann Harvey and Mike Campbell

Gunilla and Rolf Hastrup

Mark Haukedahl

Tom L. Hausler

Frederick Hayden

Mary Hayden

The Heatherbrooks Fund

Patricia Heekin

Kara Heide

Richard Heinrich

Lisa Henderson

Chuck Hennings

Aaron and Helen Herskowitz

Roger Hess

Karen Heusinkveld

Alan P. W. Hewett

Jessie Hill

Kim Kurian Hiner and Greg Hiner

Dianne and David Hoaglin

Frank Hochfeld

Owen Hofer

Rick Hoffer

Mr. and Mrs. R. Hoguet III

Maureen Holohan

Constance Howard and Scott Tyler

George Huber

Michael Huck

Annie and Paul Hudnut

Patricia and Franke Huffman

Theodore Hullar

Ann and Tom Hunt

Kathy and Foster Huntington

Rachel Hurst and Richard Clampitt

Jane Isomoto

Richard Iversen

Jean and Ivar Iverson

Mr. J. A. Ives

James M. Jackson

Lawrence Jacobs

Sharon Jacobs and David Cohan

Yvonne and Mark Jacobs

Deborah and Kenneth Jaffe

Jannotta-Pearsall Family Fund of the 
Community Foundation of Jackson Hole

Andrew Jennis

Robert Jesperson

Adam Joel

Lucie Johns

Janet and Lawrence Johnson

Nan and Jeff Johnson

Robert and Michelle Johnson

Steven Johnson

Suzanne and Thad Johnson

Colin Jones

Warren Jones

Elaine O’Connell Jordan and  
Scott Jordan

Mrs. Henry A. Jordan

Janet and Torre Jorgenson

The Joselow Foundation

Edward Juda

Emily Kahn

Richard Kahn

John Kaib

Dale S. Kammerlohr

Brenda Karickhoff

Dottie Keebler

Kathryn Keeler

Joanne and Dennis Keith

Tami Tim Kelsey and Colin Mulcahy

Hyunja and Jeffrey L. Kenner

Christoper Kennon

Nancy Kenworthy

Debra and Douglas Kerr

The Anne and Clint Kibler Foundation

Judith and Paul Kindel

Mark King

Mary King

Gretchen and Charles Kingsley

Malcolm Kinney

Edward Kleinbard

Allan Kluber

Knepper Charitable Gift Fund

James T. Knowles

Edward Knox

Knox Tithing Fund

Robert Koch

While it is critical in the near-term to keep up the fight to defend the 
Arctic Refuge, it is also urgent that we lay the groundwork for future 
conservation gains. With this in mind, Karlin Itchoak, 
Alaska State Director for The Wilderness Society 
and a member of the Nome Eskimo Community, 
conceived the Imago Initiative—an effort to 
bring Indigenous peoples together in order to 
explore possibilities for Tribal-led protection 
and management of the coastal plain of the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

Iñupiat, Gwich’in and other Indigenous people 
joined conservationists in an eight-day 
retreat on the banks of the Hula Hula River in 
the Arctic Refuge in July. With this gathering, the 
Imago Initiative began advancing its goals of enhancing 
Native capacity, healing historic trauma, increasing trust and 
encouraging open dialogue among conservationists, government 
managers and Indigenous peoples.

The Imago Initiative introduces a new approach that both promotes 
reconciliation and addresses the most serious threats to the Arctic 
Refuge. It is meant to support a transition away from a fossil fuel-
dependent economy and permanently protect the lands, waters and a 
way of life for the Indigenous peoples of the region.

The Imago Initiative

Karlin Itchoak at the Imago Initiative Retreat,
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska
Mason Cummings
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Thomas Naegeli

Virginia and John Nash

Tami Nason

Diana Nasser

Jossy Nebenzahl

Robert Nebes

Robert E. Neigh
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3M Foundation

Abbott Laboratories

Abbvie, Inc.

ABM

Adobe Systems

Alaska Airlines

Albemarle Foundation

Allstate Giving Campaign

Alltrails, Inc.

American Family Insurance

Ameriprise Financial

Amgen Foundation

Analog Devices, Inc.

Aon Foundation

Apple Computer, Inc.

ATO Records

Autodesk, Inc.

Automatic Data Processing, Inc.

Ball Corporation

Bank of America Foundation

C. R. Bard, Inc.

Baxter International

Bayer Corporation

Blackbaud, Inc.

BNY Mellon Community Partnership

The Boeing Company

BorgWarner

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company

The Bullitt Foundation

Cambia Health Foundation

Caterpillar Foundation
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The Charles Schwab  
Corporation Foundation

Chevron Corporation

The Chubb Corporation
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Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
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San Juan National Forest, Colorado
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IBM Corporation

Illinois Tool Works Foundation

Intel Foundation

International Monetary Fund

Intuitive Foundation

IQVIA

Island Press

Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

JP Morgan Chase

KEEN Footwear

Levi Strauss Foundation

LexisNexis

Liberty Mutual Group
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The Pfizer Foundation
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CONTRIBUTED SERVICES AND  
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ABT Electronics

Ashland Addison Florist

The Barn Steakhouse

Tony Bynum

Campagnola

Coco Pazzo Café
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Ruth DeMuth

Meda DeWitt

Dean Dickie

Ecoflight

Egg Harbor Café

Esri

Fire & Wine Glen Ellyn

Found Kitchen

Gibsons Restaurant Group

Rick and Susie Graetz
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Karlin Itchoak

Sarah James
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Thomas Reinecke

Ernesto Ruiz

Salon DJ

South Point Hotel and Casino

Kaarle Strailey

Robert Thompson

Amy Woods

THE ROBERT 
MARSHALL COUNCIL 

Our legacy society is named for Robert “Bob” Marshall, a visionary 
whose bequest served as the foundation for The Wilderness Society. 
His generous gift decades ago paved the way for spirited individuals 
to continue serving at the forefront of America’s conservation 
movement today. 

Bob’s gift through his will was the first planned gift to The Wilderness 
Society, and we gratefully acknowledge today’s visionaries who are 
following Bob’s example by including The Wilderness Society in their 
wills or other estate plans. 
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Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, Minnesota
Steve Gadomski
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PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Bound by their shared commitment to The Wilderness Society, our President’s Circle members 
represent the organization’s most generous philanthropists and ambassadors. Together, they support 
our mission to protect wilderness and inspire Americans to care for our wild places through substantial 
annual gifts and engagement.
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Brenda Davis
Joined Honorary Council

Brenda was an officer of 
Johnson & Johnson, leading 
of global compliance and 
quality, energy, environment, 
health and safety. Earlier 
she was a visiting fellow at 
Princeton University, served 
in the Cabinet of New 
Jersey Governor Thomas H. 
Kean and was a senior staff 
member of the U.S. Senate 
Committee on the Budget. 

She holds a Ph.D. in ecology 
from the University of 
CA, Berkeley and was a 
post-doctoral fellow at the 
Smithsonian Institution. A 
former Governing Council 
Chair, she serves on the 
boards of the World Wildlife 
Fund and Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation. Brenda 
lives in Bozeman, Montana.

Jim Enote
Elected to Serve

Jim is a Zuni tribal member 
and has spent over 45 years 
working professionally to 
protect and steward cultural 
and natural resources. He 
is the CEO of the Colorado 
Plateau Foundation, which 
supports regional Native 
communities to protect 
water and sacred places, 
ensure food security, and 
preserve languages and 
ancestral knowledge. 

He also serves as the Chair 
of the Board of Trustees for 
the Grand Canyon Trust and 
is a National Geographic 
Society Explorer, a New 
Mexico Community Luminaria 
and an E.F. Schumacher 
Society Fellow. Jim lives in 
Zuni, New Mexico.

Reginald “Flip” Hagood 
Joined Honorary Council

A trailblazer for diversity and 
inclusion in the conservation 
movement, Flip was a 
regional Vice President of 
the Student Conservation 
Association and its Senior 
Diversity Relations Officer. 
Before that, he was Director 
of Training, Education, and 
Employee Development for 
the National Park Service’s 
20,000 employees. 

Flip has served on several 
governing boards, including 
the SCA, the Institute of 
Conservation Leadership 
and the National Outdoor 
Leadership School. He 
advises many groups 
on environmental and 
conservation education 
as well as diversity, equity 
and inclusion. Flip lives in 
Washington, DC.

Ben Jealous
Elected to Serve

A civil rights leader, 
environmentalist and social 
impact investor, Ben is 
President of People for the 
American Way. In 2018, he 
was the Democratic nominee 
for governor of Maryland.

As NAACP President and 
CEO from 2008-2013, he 
moved it to the forefront 
of critical social justice 
issues and launched its 
Climate Justice Program. 
Under his leadership, the 
organization doubled in size 
and engaged millions of new 
activists and donors. 

A graduate of Columbia 
University and Oxford, 
where he was a Rhodes 
Scholar, Ben lives in Anne 
Arundel County, Maryland.

Michael Mantell
Elected to Chair

Michael founded the 
Resources Legacy Fund 
to design and advance 
innovative solutions that 
have broadened the 
leadership and constituency 
for the environment and 
helped achieve enduring 
gains for land, water, ocean 
and climate. He co-led the 
2010 political campaign 
that preserved California’s 
landmark climate change 
legislation and chaired 
two campaigns resulting in 
state voters approving over 
$8 billion of investments 
in water, land and ocean 
conservation.
 
A former Undersecretary 
for Natural Resources (CA) 
and General Counsel for the 
World Wildlife Fund, Michael 
lives in Sacramento.

Governing Council Transitions

Revenue Sources
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Efficiency

 1. Taken from the consolidated audited financial statements
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Organizational Growth1Financials 
Despite the negative impacts of COVID-19 
over the last two years, thanks to the efforts of 
our adaptable team and steadfast supporters, 
we continue to benefit from steady growth 
in financial resources to support current and 
future conservation efforts. The growth in 
net assets in 2021 resulted from unusually 
large bequests and exceptional returns in our 
investment portfolio. These funds provide a 
foundation of financial stability as we tackle 
three existential crises: extinction, climate 
change and inequity.

If you would like a copy of the 
consolidated audited financial 
statements or have any questions, 
please contact us:

Email: member@tws.org 
Visit: wilderness.org/our-accountability  
Call: 1-800-THE-WILD

2021 Total  
Program Expenses: $28,028,837

Net Zero $5,417,529

30x30 $14,451,586

Community Led Conservation $4,724,919

Critical Mass $1,589,048

Action Fund $1,845,755
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Superstition Wilderness, Arizona 
Mason Cummings
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The Wilderness Society
www.wilderness.org
1-800-THE-WILD

Mount Rainier National Park, Washington
Stephen Matara
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